I 4 p 7 ir a 
H COIN Ly NE eg Wa yo , 


& 


THE RIGHTEOUS MANS WAY. 


WHEREIN CARE GIVEN CERT AINE 
DireQions, how men may profitably meditate upon 
the Commandements of God: that ſo through ſuch man- 
ner of meditation, the Lordes Commande- 
ments may finde place in mens hearts, 
to ſerve in them as guides unto 
all ww A and 
Uugnts., / we 
Puts P * 8 A 5 
DIRECTIONS MOST nn fore FOR THESE. 
times, ſeeing moſt men laying the Commandements of 
God afi de, doe leade their lives in diſobedience to 
Gods Commandements ; and this, not onely to 
the ſcandall of Chriſtian Religion, but 
alfoto the extreame hazardof 
their own ſalvation. 


I. The. 4+ Is 


Wee beſeech you, brethren, and exhort you in the Lord Teſws,that . 1 


ye increaſe more and more, as ye haue received of us, 


how ye ought to walke and to pleaſe God. % 
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THE EPISTLE 
to the Reader, 


4c 


EN 


Any of Gods ſervants { beloved Reader ) having writs 
ten at large upon the ten comandements, opening them 
ſo,as that men may in a great meaſure {ee how'farr they 
branch themſelves,into every a@ion,'f] each,&thought ' 
of Man, thoughr'it 'might be profirable ro add unto 
their labours , this my direftion unto Meditation upon 
the Commandements.For,I obſerve'in moſt Men akinde 
of diſpoſition , willingly ro heare or reade of the Cotnmandements, that 
{o their knowledge might be increaſed;bur there is'little evidence of any 
who meditate allo of thetnin private,that by fuch meditatis upon them, 
they may ſink into their hearts, there toremaineas dire&ors unto them, 
in all things wherein they may haue uſe of them. The very Notion one- 
ly of Gods Commandemerits is{urely profitable » as lervingto informe 
Men of the way chey ſhould walkin , but meditation upon them rootes 
themwithin us; 'becaule , what our Spirit once labours upon, it will not 
eaſily forgoe againe , but will retaine ad make uſe of the ſame, and this 
alſo to theend, wherefore the ap ro tneditate npon it was taken . For 
if any man purpoſe with himſcife , and Ter his hearte to ſeeke Gods Cone 
mandements , that they may ſerve to guide and rule him in his waycs, he 
joyning private meditation , or ſelfe-queſtioning and ſclfe examining ' 
with the Rs, his hearte will then affe& and indeavour to come to the 
endof its purpoſe . For this caufe haue I choſen to dire men unto a 
manner of meitation upon the Lords Commandements that fo through 
meditation, the Commandements of God may not reſt in the bare Nori. 
on, but may branch themſelves out.ia the a&ions, ſpeaches, yea and pri- 
vate thoughts of men . Burt becauſe the ſtceame 0 hioworlde diſpoliti- 
on, rutns violently againſt rhe man that would keepe Gods Commande- 
ments: ( for fuch 1s in moſt men the cuſtome to erre from the wayes of 
Gods commandements , that he thatwalks4n them , ſhall hardly finde a. 
ny man , that is not eyther againſt him, or at lealtwile not addied to 
that way he walks in ) And becauſe our owne corrupt nature is harel 
brought in obedience, to yeeld ro walke in the wayes of righteouſneſs, 
Therefore I haue purpolcly ſct my {elfe to ſhewe, (in the firſt place, and 
in ſcverall chapters a parte) certaine motives or inducements , by which 
men may be brought on,to take upon them, as for 4 light burthen, and ea= 
þ yoake,the holy Commandements of ya which are as his burtben and youk 
s whic 


The Epiftle to the Reader. 
which he for Mans good hath put upon us. I am not ignorant, that'the 
world threatens me to labour herein in vaine; for ſuch rooting in Men 
hath the pleaſure of ſinne taken, thatit is almoſt unexpeQable, that the 
ſhould leave to finne thoſe finnes,by which their laughter, hearts joy, 
firmeſt bond of fellowſhip is commonly occaſioned ; but my truſt is in 
God, that there are thouſand thouſands in the world , who, not 
being of the world, will not gore the way of the worlde, but, as aymers at 
- another world , will give diligent heede to all good direfions how to 
come to the glorious world which is tocome, Yea,ſeeing there is a tur- 
. wing of many unto Righteouſneſi , Daniel, 12, 3, who walked in the wayes 
of unrighteouſneſs , I cannot but hope , that many , even in the unrigh- 
teous multitude , may yet be wonn,to bethinke themſelves ere it be too 
late , of the evill way wherein they walke, and of the good way of Gods 
holy Commandements. Many indeede are the inducements unto ſinne, 
and they are alſo very powerfull,to move yonge, and luſty,and covetous 
perſons,to walk rather in the way of ſinnes,then in the way of Gods C6- 
" mandements; bur alas,as the pleaſure of a whore ends often times in a mi- 
ſerable and loathſome diſeaſe, when yet during the pleaſure there will be 
no eare given to any warning of _—_— men that are overcome of the 
inducements unto {inne, doe but gather more and more matter for their 
. © yn grief & deſtruftion. The way of God is peace, health, and Glory; 
- but the way ofSatan(the miſs-leader of the miſs-led, Yis,rrouble of conſci- 
© ence,diſcale of body ,& eternal Infamy. In hope therefore that all wil not 
+ be ſo evill minded asto —_— the way of God, reje&ing alſo all Medi- 
- tation upon the Commandements of God, but that ſome will be wonn to 
exerciſe themſclves in ſuch Meditation, that ſo they may reape theglori-. 
ous fruite of righteouſneſs , I will now conclude this epiſtle, 
and ſend my Reader to the Treatiſe its ſelfe, | 
where direQzons how to meditate 
are given. 


Yours. in the Lord 
TrHomas PROCTOR 
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The Righteous Mans way. 


WHEREIN CARE GIVEN, CERT AINE DIRECTIONS 
' bow men may profitably meditate upon the Commandements 
of God:'T hat ſo through ſuch Manner of Meditalis 
on, the Lords Commandements may finde 
place in Mens hearts, to ſerve in 
them as Guides , unto all 
their Actions and 
Thoughts. 


\ Hen God had created this glorious frame of 
> heaven and earth, and had made the wonder- 
full and beauteous creatures therein, then we 
reade, Gen. 2. 16, that unto man God gaue 
j a commandement, ſaying: thou ſhalt eate free- 
| ly of every tree of the garaen , but of the tree of 
Knowledge of good and evill thou ſhalt not eate of it: for inthe day 
that thou eate#t thereof, thou ſhalt die the death. which firſt com- 
mandement of the Lord, ſeemes to me as the figne of his 
Lordſhip over Men: the Lord ſhewing herein his Lordſhip, 
an that he gauc a Lawe unto Man, exaQting alſo from him, 
even upon paine of puniſhment , ſ#biefion unto him here- 
3n. which figne of the Lordſhip of God remaineth in the 
Church even unto this day; for unto this day wee Chriſti. 
ans though wee be'underthe liberty of the Goſpell, yetare 
not freed from becing in ſubieRion to a Lawe of Comman- 
dements and Ordinarices. Therefore alſo ought we ro bee 
ſenfible of the Lawe of God, as of a yoke and burden, even 
as a mark, figne,or evidence of a Lordſhip,which God hath 
ovet us: Andindeede our Lord, ſaying, Math. 11. 30. ty 
ke is eafie and my burden light, ſhewes, that he hath put a 


oke # Ute 
yoke and burden upon his Diſciples, though indeede,itis an 
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caly yoke and a light burden . Againe, our Lord, ſaying, 
Luk. 6.46: But why call ye me, Maiter, maiter, and doe not the 
thmes that I fpeake, this ſhewes, that.his Commandements 
are ſo a (igne of his maſtery over us, 4s that not to doc his 
Commandements is little leffe,then'to deny and put off tr6 
us his Maſtery or Lordſhip. Wherefore allo thoſe , who 
as at libertiero doe.or not doe, doe goe farre in obferving 
the Comandements of God,when yet their hearr and foule 
hath no ſenſe of the Commandements as of a yoke 8 bur- 
den, or as a ſigne and evidence of a Lordſhip which God 
and Chriſt hath over them, they for all this are not truely 
Subjects, but Libertines rather, doing the Commande- 
ments but becauſe they will doc them, not becauſc oy 

haue in them any ſenſe of theLordſhip of God & of Chri 
over them. And ſurcly, what thorow mens defire of Con- 
formity with Chriſtians with whom they liue - and thorow 
fear of the puniſhment of their Chriſtian Princes, if they da 
ſuch or ſuch evill things contrary to Chriſtian Religion: & 
what thorow a ſupcrficiall apprehenſion of the goodneſs of 
the things comanded of God, many goe farre in doing as 
God commandeth, and yet withour any true ſubjeRion to 
the Lord, as having ſenfe of his Lordſhip over them. Yea, 
Men may liberally acknowledge with their lipps, yea ſupet- 
ficially in their hearts alſo, the Lordſhip which God ought 
to haue over themſelves , when yet rhcir hearts never had 
any the leaſt ſence,of the Lordſhip of God in his Comman- 
dements. Weought rather to put on a reſolution of minde, 
both to receive the Commandements of God as a yoke or 
burden put upon us, or asa ſigne or evidence of a Lordſhip 
in him over us: and alſo to doe them, as in teſtimony of our 
ſubjeion to a I.ordſhip in God. The like ought, even 
Chriſtian States aſwell as private perſons to doe, not cgnr 
tenting themſelves to give gaod Lawes to their people, but 
to 
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7 
to give them as branches of the Lawe received from God, 
and as in ſyubjeRtion toa Law of Commandements,in whict: 
God hath and exerciſeth even over them alſo a Lordſhip 8& 
Dominis . With this advertiſement I thought goodito be- 
ginne thisTreatiſe upd the Comandements, that ſo T might 

epare Men, to-lnucin them-a kinde of apprehenfion-8& 
feaſe,of the yoke and burdenof the Lordſhip of God upon 
them; But becauſe ( as aboue ) our Lord'the Sonne of Cod 
hath ſaid: My yoke #s ed) and my burden light therefore ha- 
ving given this Advertiſement next aboue, nowl will pro'- 
| ceede, indeavouring. toſfieweunto men, by what convent- 
| ent meanes they may receive upon thenr this yoke & burden, 
| notas a pinching yoke, and heavie burthen, but as an Eaſy yoke, 
and a hight burthen, And truely as ow the one hand our: 
hearts Tace and feeling of the Commandements, as of a 
yoke or burden , is rigtit needfull, that ſo thorow ſuch 
ſenſe there may be a hearty acknowledgement of the Lord-- 
' ſhip of God over us, fo on the other hand it is alſo 

profitable for us to be inſtruted, how wee 
may receive this yoke and burden 
upon us, as an caſy yoke, and. 
a burden light to be. 
borne of us.. 


Chap, T:'- 
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Chap. Is | 


(2 9owen experience proves unta eyery.one, that when 
any thing is done vnwillingly by any,then not onely: 
that done is done with heavineſs and gricte of heart , but al-, 
ſo the very commandement its ſelte {ſeemes unto ſuch,a hea- 
vy loade , too: heavie to þe borne, yea or. to beascquized. 
of them . This conſidered, there cannot be(in my judge., 
ment ) any better Meanes , to make men receive the 
Commandementsof the Lord, as an eaſy yoke, and light 
burden,then by ſhewing them how they may make them» 
ſelues willing to beare upon them ſuch a yoke or burden, 
But wee finding italſo true in common experience, that vn. 
leſs mens Paffions and Aﬀectionsbe ſtirred vp,as cither their 
Admiration , Feare, Reverence, Loue,.or delight, . both 
towards and in the Commander, and alſo towards the thing 
Commanded, they ſeldome ( if atall ) doe any thing com, 
manded willingly, therefore it muſt needs be needfull to;in- 
ſtru& men, how their Paſſions and Aﬀections,may be ſtirred 
vpin them, both towards God commanding, and towards 
the thing commanded. Are not the children of Parents, 
and the favourites of Princes,drawen on firſt, to Reverence, 
Feare, and loue, before commandements are given unto 
them? even ſo the very Children alſo of God, muſt firſt bee 
inſtructed to admire the Lord, to feare him, and to fall in 
Loue of him, before there can be expected from them, a wil- 
lingneſs to receiue upon them the yoke or burden of Gods 
commandements. Let thereforethe mighty works of God 
in his Salvations and judgments, be diſcreetly opened unto 
Gods people by the Lords miniſters , that ſo Gods people 
diſcerning them, they may both be brought onto fall into 
an Admiration of him that could doe ſuch things, and alſ> 
zo feare him in whoſc power itis,ſoand lo fearfully to pR_ 
them 


— 
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them which obey not: Letalſs the glorious Apparitionsof 
God, his Sonne,and Angels, be opened unto them, that ſo of 
fach heavenly and faire Glories, theirhearts being wonwof 


"ſuch Glories, they may be brought on, both toan Awe,and 


yetalſoto a Loue of God: Let alſothe Vertue, Goodneſs, 8& 
Gratiouſneſs of God, be opened unto theirapprehenſions, 
that ſoeven for ſuch things ſake alſo, they may be ſubdued 
ro yeild to fall in Louc of God who dwelleth inGlory. Laſtly, 
let the Righteouſneſs ofthe commandement it ſelf be open- 
ed unto them , declaring the invaluable good which cometh 
to mans ſociety, by the obſervation of ſuch a commande- 
ment, and the odious wickedneſs & hurte which cometh to 
mans ſociety, by doing things forbidden,&this,to make the 
loue the commandement it ſelfe allo for its Righteouſneſs, 
hating alſo the thing forbidden, for its odiouſneſs and hurt. 
Let. theſe things I ſay be more frequently, and intentiuely 


done þy the Lords miniſters, and then there may be good 


hope of reaping from Gods people, a very plentious -har« 
veſt of good and pious works, done in obedience to the 
Iawe and commandement of God. 

And indeed, beſides the bare iniuntion of keeping the 
Commandements, we find 1n the Scriptures many motiues 
alſo or inducements ſet before men, both for the ſtirring up 


* . their paſfionsand affeRions, and alſoto draw them toa wil. 


ling obedience. what therefore were motiues, or induce. 


' ments unto others,the ſame(ifwe with them would attaine 
- to 4 willing obedience) muſt be made vic of by us alſo, 


for, as we cannot expe the effefts, where weeare negligent 


- of the cauſes, ſo wee can hardly expe ro attaine with the 
.Saints before us, a diligent , ioyfull , and willing obſerva- 


tion of Gods Lawe , whilſt wee are. negligent to. make 


. vſe of thoſe motiues or inducements by which they were 
drawen hercunto. Suffer mee O__ paticntly ( I pray 


you 


- £old, Laſtly, v. 162: rezoyce at thy worde as one that 
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| you) colle& out of the Scriptures'to your hands , firſtſome 


good evidence, how David(andin him other ſaints)rectived 


:. the commandements of God ( that: ſo by this teſtimony, 
| you may perceive what your duty allo is , and how farre 


ſhort herein you come of that Aﬀection which you ought to 


- haue towards the commandements of God ) : : Secondly, 


ſome ſpeciall motiues or inducements , which-may ſerue 
to moue or induce us to'obey Gods commandements. 
Laſtly,ſome —_ means wherby we may attaine to keepe 
them, as the ſaints before haue kept them. | 
Forthe firſt, we, Pſal.1 19.14. reade thus, 1 have had as greate 
delight in the way of thy teſtimonies as in all riches. Again Plal. 
119-24 4lſo thy teſtimonies are my delight and my counſellers. 
Againe Pal. 119.47. and my delight ſhall be m thy commande- 
ments, which 1 haue lowed. Again, PfAl. 119.54.Thy ſtatutes haue 
been my ſong in the houſe of my pilgrimage. Againe,verſ. 72.The 
lawe of thy mouth is better unto mee then thouſands of g4{de and 
flver. Againe verl. 111, Thy teſtimonies haue 1 taken as an hert- 
tage for ever: for they axe the ioy of my heart. Againe verl. 127, 
therefcrc loue I thy commandements aboue gold , yea aboue fine 
deth 4 
great ſþoyle, Thus you ſce how this mans Paſſions 0 ale 
ons, were ſtirred up in himznow ſee in the next place what 
came alſo thereof. Plal. 1 19. 23. hee faith thus. Princes alſp 


did fit and ſpeak again#t mee, but thy ſervant did meditate 11 thy 
ftatmtes. Againe verſe 41.1 haue cleaved to thy teſtimonies 6 Lord 


Againe, verſe 46 1will ſpeake alſo of thy teſt1rmonies before Kings 
and will not bee aſhamed. againe verſe, 5 1. the —_ haue ha 


mee exceedingly m deriſion: yethaue Inot declined from thy lawe, 


Again verſc 60.1 made hait and delaied not to keepe thy comma. 
Hements:againe, verſe, yg.-let fuch as feare thee turne vnto mee, 
and they that p__ teftimontes. againe, verle, 112. 1haue ap. 
plied mine heart to fullfill thy flatutes alway, even unto the alk 
Againe,verſe,115, Away from mee ye wicked: for I will keepe the 
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commandements of my God. Laſtly, verſe, 136. mine eles guſh out 
with rivers of waters becaufe " keepe not thy lame. When wee 
read theſe things, ſuffering alſo our ſelves to pawſe alſo a li- 
!le upon each of them, conſidering it adviſedly, it may then 
well.ſceme unto; useven 1ncredible,that foexcellently a dif- 

fed minde towards the commandements of. God, ſhould 
ever at all be tound truly in a man. I for my parte ſhould be 
very much deceived, it each mancomparing himſelfe with 
this declaration, will not then from the greatnes of the diffe- 
rence, acknowledg in himſelfe aſeeming incredibility herez 
of, For ſo many are the other things, and ſpecially things of 
this world, which ſteale unto them our delight, loue, toy, 

and ſonge, as that moſt rarely ( ifat all ) wee ſhall finde a 
man, whole delight, loue, ioy, yea:and ſong, ſhall bee of 
the commandements of the Lord; And-indceed it will bee 
found in common experience, that it is farr eaſier to hue in 
a good, yeaa greate meaſure, conformablein our actions to 
that commanded, then to haue a delight alſo in the com- 
mandements, to loue them, reioyce'of them, and to make 
them our ſonge; for ſuch paſſſons or affetions ot our ſoule 
are not uſually,nor indeed eafily moued in us by ſuchthings. 
Neither need 1 any greater proofe by which to make this c- 

vident unto m2n, then it they but enter into an examination 

of themſelues;' each man taking ſome time when betweens 

God and his owne ſoule, he aske' of his owne'ſelfe; fayinpy 
Wherein truly aol delight ? what is my hearts lone fixt uponte 
wher of doe 1 m_ zoy? let but cach man take atime wher. 
in to aske euen himlelfe this queſtion,and then let it thereby 
betried, if his heart anſwer him, that hee euer at allhad de: 

light in Gods commandements: if ever he bare: loneto them 
or ever had any ioy in or of them. The-heart will-nor, nor 
indeede cann diſſemble to a mans ſelfe; therefore let bur 
men aske themſelues, what they doe, and it will readily ap- 
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peare unto them what they doe, but ifany mans owne heart 
can an{wer him, thatit hath delighted, loued, and reioyced 
in the commandements of God, happic man be hee: yea hee 
is ſurelya man thatexcelleth among men; for, cuen among 
, the moſt religious, who commonly in thele things cexcell 0- 
thers, there is commonly (of all-things in religion) leaſt de- 
light founde in the commandements, leaſt loue rowards 
them, leaſt ioy ofthem. For,the comandements diſcoverin 

guiltines, and thereby making men ordinarily figh, nn, 
mourne, arealſo ordinarily heard with greife when they are 
preſſed neere to the conſciences of men, therefore alſo of 
all thingsin Religion, the commandements commonly are 
leaſt delighted in, loved, ioyed in. Therefore (I fay ) a rare; 
and well ncere ſingular thing it is, for any man to ſay truly 
of the commandements of God, that his delight is in them, 
heloues them, they are his hearts ioy, and even his ſonge is 
of them. One man may truly ſay,that hee delighteth indeed 
in the increaſe of his riches, an other may truly ſay, that his: 
loue is fixt upon honour, promotion,and the favourof ſome 
Prince: athird may as truly ſay,that his hearte exceedingly 
joyeth in his proſperity, and inthe affluence of deſirable 
things which it draws unto it: afourth may truly ſay,thathis 
Loues are the occaſion and ſubie&t of his ſongs; but where 
is the man whoſe delight is alſo in Gods commandements, 
wholelouc is towards them, they are his hearts joy, yeaand 
his ſonge? Surely the paſfions and affections may be mode- 
ratcly ſpent up6every of theſe things aboue mentioned, but 
that thoſc ſhould ſoingroſs unto them all our paſſions and 
affecions, as that there is no delight, no loue, no joy left 
for Gods commandements, this is cleane contrary to that 
diſpoſition of minde which wee fee in this holy man. But 
indeede becauſe our paſſtons and affeRions arenever moued 
in vs, becing drawen unto the commandernents of God, 
therefore 


thereforeit is that we come farr ſhort of doing by the com- 
mandements as.this man did. He,though Princes fate and 
ſpake againſt him, yet hee medirated in the ſtatutes of the 
ord: hee claue unto the teſtimonies of God: hee would 
ſpcake of them even before kings: hee would not be aſha- 
medto ſpeake of them before any: hee declined not fro the 
Law of God, no though he was had in great dirifion by 
the proud: hee made haſt and delayed not to keepe the 
Commandements ofthe Lord: he would receiue them who 
make conſcience of the Lords Comandements: he applied 
himſelfe alway , ever to the end, to fulfill the Comman- 
dements ofthe Lord: he cricd unto the wicked, away from 
me, for I will keepe the commandements of my God: yea 
his cies guſhed our with teares becauſe men kept not the ha 
of the Lord. Here weſee rare and pretious effects of the pal- 
ſions and affeRions of a man, overcome and drawen ofthe 
Commandements of God. Conſider. each of thefe things 
adviſedly, and then thinke with your ſelfe where wee may 
finde a man in thefe dayes which thus doth.But what ſhould 
wee ſeeke after others, let each man diſcend into his owne 
conſcience mW his owne felfe in private meditation 
ſaying, doe 1 this? is this my cuſtome? and if needebe,let men 
examine themſclues upon each particular, ſaying, fend 1 a8 
ny time any meditation in the commandements? doe I cleaue un- 
$o them? am not I aſhamed to ſpeake of them in company? if 1 bee 
ef flifted, hae Ithen any mind at all of the commanadements? when 
I ſee others deride, and ſcoff at that reſtireint from wickeanefs, 
which the obſervation of Gods commandements cauſeth in the ob- 
ſerver, am u0t I then aſhamed? doe I then hold me to the reflraint 
as not aſhamed of Gods commandements? let I then not looſe the 
reynes with them for company ſake, eſpecially if they be my ſupeti- 
ors?if obedience croſs any preſent benefit, do I not then aelay ey pus 
off the keeping of Gods commandements therein, or al ms 
B 3 ar 
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for that time? Deſire 1 ts make wp my family mithſuch 4s 1 ſee pro- 
neit to keepe:God» lawes ? hane I forborne the company of the wic- 
ked, or hane I ſaide in my harte away from me ye that will be wi. 
ed for Iamſet to keepe the commandements of my God? Haue I a: 
any time mourned to ſee, that men are ſo negligent , as they are 
#n keeping the comandements of the Lord? Doe I theſe things cu- 
flomablie? yeawhich of all theſe haue 1 ever at all donet But alas, 
common experience ſhewes , that mentor the moſt parte, 
doe the cleane contrary toall this done of this bleſſed Man. 
Surely it is themore pitty,. yea the more hurt unto them- 
ſelves; for thouſand thouſands plunge themſelves, if not 
into Gods eternal wrath, yet frequently into his puniſhmets 
temporary, by their reſpeing mere to pleaſe meneven in 
their wickedneſs, then ro honour the Lorde withrhe obſer. 
vation of his holy Commandements in all Companies. It is 
mdeede thefniſerable and, fearefull conditian.of our times 
that there is hardly any Ioy or mirth but muſt be -in {inne: 
ſome or other of Gods Comandements , muſt be preſump- 
tuouſly broken that men may be merry . But it 18 but the 
corruption of the times: tor .there may be a ſeparation of 
Toy and harty Mirth from finne,if Men would buttake care; 
that they make not a ſport of ſinne. Yet as here is not the 
place of a Chriſtians true Liberty, and Rejoycing (for there 
is ſtill a Divell in the world ) ſo indeede it is not common- 
ly.to be expected, that wee can here be merry and not{inne. 
Now whilſt all copanies affect mirth 8a liberty to be plea- 
ſant: & hardly a mancan keep Gods comandemets &yet be 
merrywith me,/as men are now for the moſt part diſpoſed) 
this cauſeth, if not a caſting aſide wholly the:keeping of the 
Lords comandements, yet ſurely a reſtreynt in the Saints, 
ſuch alſo-as is ſomewhat diſtaſtfull to Society. But ſecing 
there ſhall be a judgement, there ſhalbe an eternall burning, 
why ſhould wee not berhinke our ſclycs of it before mn 
taat ' 
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thatwe. caſt not-our ſelves fooliſhly therein by taking an 
unlawfull liberty to our ſelves in our 'mirth and ſporting. 
Therefore if it muſt needs be ſo,that a man cannot be hear- 
' tily merry but he muſt ſinne, let us then chuſea ſolemne 
ſobrierie, before a burtfull laughter. Though we may not 
be'Lawgivers to others, yet we our ſelves may be abſteni- 
ous: thongh we intrude notour authority .among others 
with an inſulting or maſterfull humour, yet we may keepe 
our ſelves. And truely as I haue many times in my heart, 
bleſſed our Princes for their admirable teſtreint- of wicked 
Actions , ſo I haue many times mourned to-ſee, that-none 
of their Lawes ſtretch unto a brideling alſo of wickedneſs 
in Communication. -In Communication men may(well 
necre) blaſphemouſly ſweare without any danger of Law: 
In communication they may laugh at adultery committed: 

« In communication they may make fportwell neerc of any 
{finne, and yer be without danger of law. But whilſt Com- 
* munication hath this Liberty, the corrupt nature of Man 
hath too greatadvantage; to ſpread abroad the poiſon of all 
-"ungodlineſs: and (inne.. ' Communication is as the ſeede, 
« evil ations the fruit ; ſuffer theſeede and you ſhall never 
- be without evill ations... Whereas communication be- 
© Ing a publiſhitg of things; even corrupt, prophane, or wic- 
: ked communication, may afwell haue penal] T.awes for it, 
as Actions. © Therefore as even communication of Trea- 
-fon is deſervedly puniſhable,ſo the breaking of Gods Com- 
'mandements even in communication might profitably'be 
nifhable. Thus having given you ſome greece, 
how David is manifeſted to have received the-Commande- 


ments of God, I will now: proceed to note unto you ſome 
.of the ſpeciall motives ot inducements which 1 finde in ho- 
ly ſcripture, by making a carefull uſe wherof, you alſo may 
attaine toa willing obſcrvation of the Commandements, 8 
| even 
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even'( well neere ) to the like minde towards them; as here 
wee reade that this holy Prophet of God had. TEC” 


2. Chap. 


THe firſt Motive or Inducement which I will note unto 
. 4 youis, the Injunition tt ſeife , by which wee Chriitians alſs 
are Comanded or Inioyned,that we alſo bring forth fruits anſwer. 
able to Gods Commandements. Forthis purpoſe is thar which 
Maths. gs, wereade in theſe wards: But why call ye me ma- 
Her, maiter, and doe not the things that 1 ſpeake? And which,Z- 
pbeſ.2.10, wee reade intheſe wordes : we are bis workmanſhip 
ereated in Chriſt Teſus unto good workes , which God hath ordey- 
red that we ſhould walke in them, Againe, Ephe.g, 1, where 
we thus reade: I therefore being priſoner in the Lord,pray yee, 
#hat ye would malke worthy of the vocation whereunto ye are calied, 
with all humbleneſs of minde , and meekneſs, with long ſuffrmeg,, 
ſupporting one an other through love . Againe, Epheſ.5.8: yee 
were once darkneſs, but are now light in the Lord: walke as the 
ebilaren of light. Againe, Titus, 3; 8: This is 4 true ſaying, 
«nd theſe things I: will thou ſhouldeZ affirme, T hat they which 
bane beletved in God, might be carefull to ſhew forth good workes. 
Laſtly, Titus, 3, 14: And let ours alſo learne to5hew forth good 


 _ works, for neceſſary uſes , that they be not avprofitable. - Thus 


when the Gentiles had beleeved, they were nottheyn left af 
ter faith, to doe like Libertines after the motion oftheir cor- 
rupt fleſh, as before their converſion they did , but they 
came withall under a yoke,or burdenof Commandements. 
There wasja.Change required of them even in the outward 
Showe,aſwell in Communication as Afion,and this to the end 
that by thelight of Righteouſneſs wherein now they muſt 
walke, not onely the world might more and more be-in- 
lightened, butalſo the darkneſs of that Liberty under GE. 
tiliſme, 
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viliſme,might more and more be'thruſt aut from among 
Nations. Aag- indeed Righteouſnes is no lels truely light 
then.isthe day, and, wickednefs is ng leſs truely darkneſs 
then is the night , therefore by. Rightequinels.alwell, in c6+ 
munication as aRion ,the world is cyen.inlightened.; -For 
God who himſelf is She, 1, lohn,1. 3, ſendeth from hint 
ſelf lightinto the world, and therefore alto even the Coms 
munication and good workes of the children of Light, be. 
ing the fruite of the Commandements come trom God,are 
a light ſhining there where ever the Goſpel prevaileth. This 
confidered I cannot but mervaile, that the very Obedience 
to this injunRion concerning Gods Commandements, be. 
ginne among the common-people ( wel-neere) of all Na» 
tions, to reccive a nick name of Puritaniſme, But let that 
be ſpoken againſt which truely and defervedly is zobeſpoe 
ken againſt, (even the laying upon mea a reſtreintin things, 
wherein God hath giver no. ſuch Commandement of re» 
ſtreint, as [ome for fingularities ſake would impoſe)-when 
yet that which trucly is Obedience may receive praiſe. But 
men beginne thorowe the ſides of thoſe over-abſtenious 
ones, to give a wound even unto true obedience its ſelfe, 
accounting all reſtreint from wickedneſs (whichis cuſtoma- 
ry in Communication ) , Puritanifſme . If this be ſuffered 

goc on, looke then for an over ſpreading againe of wic- 


to 
| kedneſs, little ( if any thing at all ) leſs, then under Gentil- 


iſme, But ſhall. we of the reformed Churches, who hage ex- 
ceededother Churches in receiving bleſſings and manifold 
teſtimonics from God, ſuffer the darkneſs of wickedneſs to 
overſpread againe., yea and to prevaile alſoagainſt the tive 
light, by ſuffering true obedience,,.true reſtreinte ,to bes 
come nick-named, or traduced? Let not this be, but zather 
let thoſe Congregations where moſt true reſtreinte frem 
things truely evill is founde, be accoumpted as the ſpeciall 
we C Lightes 
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Litits-of our Nations, & cheriſhed of our Magiſtrates as for 
ſuch. To c6clude,ſcing our Nations in the Churches refor- - 


TR OO — 


med, haue reccived by the Goſpel fo blefſed a change, as frs 
Darkneſs unto Light, welt might we be moved to the kees 
ping of the Commandements, by the bare IniunQion or 
Commandement received from thum who minifter unto- 
us the Goſpell. For commonly they whoreceive good by 
any, will be-willing to/ doe-ſome thmgs at their bare Coin- 
mandement or Injun&ion.Butthe Lofd hath not left us-to 
the bare Iniundtion oncly, but hath mercifully foundout 
many powerfull Motiucs or Inducements beſides it, that of 
them our paſſions and affeftions might fo be moved in us, 
as that-a willing undergoing of the burden of the Comman- 
dements might be begotten in us . Proceede we: therefore 
now: to conſider alſo the other motiues or inducements, 
tearning withall-ro make ſuch a manner uſe of them, as 
whereby their working upon: us their profitable effeAts may 
be furthered.. | 


3. Chap. 


He next Motrvethen,or Inducement, which I will note 
- unto you , is, The obſervation bps greate workes of 
God in fignts aud imervailous Atts done of him,Tothis end Mos 
fes, Deut. 4. 9. ſaith: Take heed to thy felfe', and keepe thy 
foule diligently, that thou forget not the things which thine eyes 
have feene ; and that they departe not out of thine hearte all the 
diyts of thy life: but teach them thy ſonnes-and thy ſonnes ſonxes. 
Forget not«the day that thou ſtoodeſt before the Lord thy God in 
Horeb,when the Lord ſaydunto me, Gather me the people together, 
and | will cauſe them to heave my wordes, that they my learne.ts 
feare me all the daies that they ſhall tive upon the earth, and that 
they may teach their children... Againe he faith; Deut. 17. - 
Confider 


| "s 
Conſider this dey the chaftifement of the Loyd your God ha great- 
we{ , his mighty hand,and his Hreatched out arme aud his fignes; 
& his afts which he did. And what he did unto you in thewilder, 
neſs untill ye came wnto this place. For your eyes haue ſcene all 
the great Aits of the Lord which he did . Therefore ſhall yee 
keepe all the Commandements., Againe, Ioſhua 24, 16; wee 
read thus: Then the people anſwered , and ſayd,'Gad forbid that 
we [howld for ſake the Lord to ſerve other Gods.. For the Lord 
#ur God, he brought us and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, 

from the hauſe of bondage, and he did thaſe great miracles in our 

frght, and preſerved ws 11 all the way that we went, and among all 
the people thorow whom we came, And the Lord did cait out be. 

ore us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the lands 
T herefore mill we a/ſo ſerve the Lord, As here the great won- 
ders whichGod did.are ſet forth as the Inducement to ſerve 
the Lord in keeping his Commandements, ſo let us for ever 
expe, both that the ignorance , yea, or negleRonely, of 
the great wonders which God heretofore hath done, will 
occaſion a negligent obſervation of the Commandements: 
and alſo that the often recording them in our minde, and 
reſpeaking of them to our children and family, will occaſion 
the more willing ſerving of God in keeping of his Coman- 
dements .. For the workes done are of themlclves ſo won»: 
derfull;as that even the very thought of them ,joyned with: 

2 preſent adviſed conſidering of them, will move the ſpirit 

of a man tofall into an admiration, both of the thing done: 

and of him that did it. And Admiration being once ſtirred. 
up;then hardly can it be but that the ſoule will be the proa:, 
ner, thenceforth to be obedicnt to his Commandements. 
who did ſuch things as theſe. Commonly we finde one: 
thing to draw on another , Power Admiration, Admirati-» 
on Awe;AweActtention,and Attention Obſervation;theres; 
fore ncedtull muſt it needs be, 9 excrcile the ſtirring up 
2 the 
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the Admitation of our Spitits,by often recording, re:ſpeak- 
ing of , re-marking, and re-opening to our ſelves, our chil- 
drein;,and tamily;thegrear AQS'of God;eachwmparte, as they 
arc deſcribed unto-us in the holy. Scriptures . Is it not the 
common'experience of the world:, that a mart receiving a 
Commandement, (yea"though' of a-good thing, -) front 
one in whom he knoweth no power, no authority , he will 
be very backwardto obey to doe according: to ſuch Com- 
mandement; when yet let-the ſame man receive the like c6- 
mandemerit'from a King; ( whoſe powerand authority 'is: 


manifeſt unto him) we ſhall frnde him to rejoice that he hath 


reccived'everr acommandement from ſuch a one? So'is it 
with men in the Kingdome of heaven. For whilſt they 
onely heare ofthe Lawe, the Lawe, andob God named un- 
to them/a- thoufandtimes and a thouſand , they not appre- 
hending well, and diſtintly, the great Acts and mervailous 
wonders done:of God, receive the Commandements with 
fach an unſubjeRed ſoule, asthat they can haue no hearte 
to-apply themſelves to the ſulfilling of them . - For itis tho 
apprehenſion: of the mighty Power of God in his wotkes, 
that ſubjects the ſpirit & heartof a man , to yeeld to obey 
himin- his Commandements who was able to doe fuck 
things: Therefore let meni- more” frequently then in theſe 
times they uſually doe, each one in his family aparte, ex- 
erciſe themſelves ro ſpeake now of one, two, or three 3 an'o- 
ther time of as'many,of the great Atsot God and of Chriſt: 
accuſtoming alſo themſelves, and thofe oftheir' family , to 
conſider , what: a thing it & to haue ſuch'a thing as that done 
in thisworlds, For itthis they uſe themſelves unto, then 
2s: onthe one hand, this will cauſe the ancient works of 
Goto be ſtil in the memorie of Gods people, fo onthe c- 
therhand the works will work fromthe heart, firſt aCcn 
ſeſſion of thepower of Ged , and ſecondly an _ as 
| third ly, 


5 _ —_— Yo Fr dd _ 


w E SY by gr = bh | hw 


thirdly,an inclinati6to keep hisComandements.}Feare not 


neitacrdoubrthe producing theſe: effeRts ,' it thus you uſe 
your ſelves vo ſpeak: of the antient wonders done of God; 
for aſſure your ſelves,that theſe workes were done , and ap- 
pointed to be told unto-the ſonnes andſonnes ſonnes, pur- 
poſely to produce theſe effects. Neyther are the workes of 
God {o flight, Neither is the Ordinice of God concerning 
telling thenvin family atter family ſo vaine,as thar the rela- 


tion of ſach workes of God will be fruitleſſe , as concern- 


ingthe appointed effects... 
x 4. Chap. | 

"He third Mviiveor inducement whichT wouldnoteurn. 
4 to you, is, the obſervation of the Mighty workes of God in 
his greate and fearefull Tudgements, inflicted heretdfore upon thoſe 


who have ben diſobedient . To this end Moſes, Deut. 11, 2,_ 


faith * Conſider this day the chaſtiſement of the Lord'your God, 
which he dtd in the mids of Egypt unto Pharaoh the King of Egypt. 
aud unto all bis landt, CAndwhat he did unto the hofte of the E- 
gyptians, wits their horſes, and to their charets, when he cauſen 
the waters vFthe red ſta to overflowe them, as they purſued 10u,7 
the Lord deſtroyed them unto this day, And what he tid to Da- 
than and: Abtram the fonnes of Eliab, when the me me her 
zouth ind ſwallowed them up,& their houſholds, andiheir tents,. 
and al thtlr ſubſlunce that they batt; tn the mitdy” bf all 1ſraell, 
Therefore hath ye keepe all the Comndetrents which t rommand 
ou this day ArTihe Propher David", Plalrr9;30, Haithi: 
Thy indtements have Hayd before mt. Againeyerfe rr#:Thou 
baft tyo den downe 411 thew 1hut me from thy Statates, Thou 
haft takers away all the wicked of He eart# le urofs * therefore t 
love thy teftimonits. Againe, yerſe 126: My fleſh trezzblerh for 
are of thee, and I am afraid of thy Indgments.” ].aftly verſe 
115: Salvation & farr from the wicktd, becaufe they ſeeke not thy 
Statutes, By thele icriptures it may appeare ,thatit were an 
A cIror 
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error of 'no- {mall importance to concerve, that a feare 
droughtupon us by the judgements of: God, is not a filrall 
but-rather a flaviſh feare; therefore allo if any ſhould {o,per. 


{wade men,'I hope theſe {criptures may 1erve to convince. 
4uch of falſe dotrine. But now , ſecing we haue this te. * 


ſtimony trom Scripture, that to conſider Gods judgements 
even upon others, is 2 Motive or Induccment to the keep- 
ing of the Commandements, ought not wee ſo much the 
more diligently to ſet alwayes before the eye of our mynd, 
thoſe ancient fearefull Iudgements which God hath inflic- 
ted upon others? Therefore allo haue I choſen this motive 
among others, as a ſpeciall Motive or Inducement, adviling 
Men alſo to the making a very careful and cuſtomary uſe of 
the ſame. Which that you may the more profitably alſo 
doe, chuſe ont unto your ſelt ſume convenient time, where- 
in thinking with your ſelf of ſome one or two of the ſpecial 
Iudgements of God, you may withall ſay thus, or to like 
effet with your ſelfe : 7 his was, (ar ſeemes to me tobe) as if 
here at this preſent I ſhould before mine eyes ſee : this or this, as 
the ſtory relates unto you. Thus if you doe, this will then 
help your perceiving or diſcerning well of that which once 
was done: and the diſcerning furthers much the working 
of that up6 our hearts which is diſcerned. But it hereunto 
you ade further, ſaying:Had 1 been in his or #htir fleads to wha 
this was done, hew had it been with me? how fearful had been then 
2#y conditio? This would help to bring the fearc of God up6 
your heart. For,you making their caſe your own,ſuppofi 
how.it, would he now with yourſelf, it now the like hout 
befall your-ſelfe, the Clark of the judgement would 
ſo appeare unto. you, as that a fearcof the Lord that did it 
would fall withall upon your hearte . Now feare-is ſuch a 
paſſion-or affeion of the minde, as which taking holde of 
the hcart and ſpirit ofa man, it will incline the heart to a 
care 
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care to doethat, for the not doing whereof ſuch puniſhmEts 
'Sit now feareth hath fallen upon othcrs'. Yea from feare 
*prings alſo Delight, for wee comonly delightindoingthar, 
oy which -we avoide or eſcape ſuch Indgements as which 
our heart now fteareth God for. Be caretull therefore that 
you learne not onely to ſay, God is to be feared, or, wee 
muſt feare God, but to fteelethe paſhon ob feare of the Lord 
in your hearte. For there is great hypocriſy lurking in'a free 
confeſſio, whilſt what we c6fcſſe ſhould be-done, out felves 
never doe. Fherefore to be ſure to ſcaſon your heart of this 
paſſion of feare, doe by the judgements of God inflicted 
upon others as I haue aboue inſtruted you. But it may 
be ſome will (ay , this is very dangerous for men, for men 
thus ſuppoſing themſelves as in their ſteads, will be ready 
to be deluded with a fancy that the ſame is done now }. 
unto - themſelves in decde; TI anfwere , I dirct men 
butto apprehend what was done, therefore they muſt not 
fancy that now it is done. Andif any be fo foolifh, yet a 
= thing muſt notbe left undone bythe wiſc,for the foo- 
iſh uſe which ſome may make thercof, Neither in deede 
hurt you your ſelfe}, eyther by ſuppoſing wharyor ſhould 
ſee, ifherc in this place bctore your owne eyes, you ſhould 
ſee ſuch atearefuljudgement as that whereof you reade: or 
by ſuppoſing your felfe as in their ſtead, conſidering with 
yourſelf ifthe like judgement ſhould'befall your ſelte now 
at the preſent ; for the judgement its felfe is nothing here. 
by the ncerer you; but rather the further off from you, be- 
cauſe you thus indeavour to teach your heart to apprehend, 
what was done many hundred yeares fince unto others, fot 
which you now (through faith of the report ) would feare 
God that did itﬀ. Whilſt therefore this ſo good an intent: 
or end of your meditation is in your ſoule, you haue the 
lefle need to feare any the like judgment to be inflicted yo” 
0 
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.of Ged, upon you. Wherefore be not cmicd'away by any 
[tf «7540 from the, practiſing of that which aboue 
have directed you unto. Butindeed the Devill by his in- 
'framents, will he ready, to make oppoſition here againſt,& 
. Tis. to the cad that you may to your ownc; hurt, relt Rillia 


*a-ſaying onely, God, mult be teared,or, we,nult feare God, 


Avithaut ever feeling .in your hcarte the paſſion irs ſelfe of 
care. Andin deed all the while that you bur thus doe,the 
Divill knowes that yoa are ſtill his, in kis bonds , becauſe 
ſolong as your paſſions &.afteRions are not moved in you, 
the kingdome of heaven is not in you with power to your 
Talvation .: ' An other fallacy there is , when ſome would 
move mens feare by their own zeale or carneſincls in pre» 
ching of damnation damnatis; ſo putting more truſt to pre- 
vaile more by their owne manner of preaching, then all the 
power of Gad in his great works can prevaile. But the faith- 
tulleſt courſe is, to open well unto people the fearefulneſs 
of any judgments already inflicted upon ſome,and the fear- 
fulaeſs of that laſt judgement of eternall damnation, truſt- 
ing that by an apt opening unto the people the particulars 
of thoſe judgements;the judgements of the Lord will then 
worke the feare of God it their hearts: . And ody it is 
more honourto God, when his owne work prevaile over 
men to beget a fcare of him in their hearts, then when mens 
feareis begotten in them by the earneſtneſs or zeale one! 
of a preacher. A third fallacy there is,when ſome put tru 
in preaching the Lawe, as if the word Lawe, Lawe , onely 
ſounded out in their carneſt manner, ſhould make men 
feare to breake the Lawe, whereas it were better aptly to Q- 
penunto them, the manner of Gods Apparition when he 
ave the Lawe, that as then, fo for ever ( upon the apt de- 
> jndoa} the fearful] manner of Gods giving the Lawe, 
may beget a tearc of Godin mens hearts,and conrarnny 
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afecare to breakehis Lawe ſo given to men. And truely it is 
a very great darknels,yea alſo damnable, which wil be found 
in men atthe laſt day, by their not being poflefled with the 
Ads and [udgements of God, for them, and through them 
fearing God,but reſting onely with a ſeeming feare brought 
on them, by hearing ſome over-zealous preacher. Zeale is 

ood, yea it muſt be, when the people are dull and flowe of 

caring, and therefore I would not haue menthinke that I 
reprove all zealous preachers; but I would haue men rather 
to know,that I would not haue any to make afalſe ayme;or 
end of their zeale . They muſt not thinke to beare Men 


+ more downe with their zeale , then allrhe power of God in 


his workes declared can doe; for this is to the great diſho« 
nour of the Lord. To conclude, Let no man hurt his owne 
ſoule by ſaying,what ſhould1 fear Godfor any thing done 
by him to others heretofore? for,to feare God for the judg- 
ments inflicted upon others, is the ready way to remove 
Gods judgments from your ſelfe. - And ſurely he that thus 
honoureth God by fearing him for thatdoneby him to o« 
thers, ſhallnever fecle judgements, but gentle correQions 
rather. Therefore at any hand take heede vf fo evill a difpo- 
fition, as when you heare what God hath inflicted upon 
others, you ſay, What is that to me? Tam well enough: 1 will goe 
9 in my pleaſure though it be ſinfull, Nay rather learne(by 
this manner practiſe which T have taught you ) to be able 
truely to (ay with the Prophet David: Thy Indgements have 
1 laid before me. My fleſh trembleth [or -_ of thee, and 1 
am afraid of thy Indgements , For ſurely the Iudgements1aid 
before us, will beget feare inus, and fearetn us will indine 
us to the keeping of the Commandements, Yea,as I have 
ſaid before,our heart will even delightin the eſcaping ſuch 


* Tudgements , by the keeping of Gods Commandements: 


Therefore apply your ſclfc hereunto , as you tender your 
D owne 


IL 


owne profit . Yea when you heare the Commandements. 
receive them then as it you heard them out of the fir 
ry flame, Deur. z.11.for ſo they were at firſt given; and your 
eye muſt (by faith ) aſcend to the firſt giving tliole thang 
which now youoften readc or hcare .. 


5. Chap: 


A Fourth (Motive, or inducement which I would remE: 
ber unto you, is, 7 he love of. God, To this«nd, Devut.. 
11.1, weread ti'us: Thou ſhalt loue the Lord thy God, ana ſhalt. 
keepe that which he commanded to be kept : that is, his 01d:nan- 
ces and his Lawes, and Commardements alway. And ovi Loid: 
faith, Iohn, 4, verfitz.and zz: If ye love me, keepe my Com- 
mandements.. If any man live me , be will krepe my worde, he 
that loueth me-not, keepeth not m7 worde . Love is the moſt al- 
ſured bond of any other , binding men faſterto a keeping of 
Commandements, then any other thing whatſoever can 
doe. Love knowes no:rewardes:for diſobedience, but abi. 
deth faithful] unto that whlch is beloved, thereforethe A- 
oftle Paul, 1. Cor. 13,7, faith: Love doth never fall away... 
F any man therefore would be a conſtant obſerver of Gods 
Commandements, tet him then indeayour to atrayne to 
Love God . Bur how ſhould a man Love God whom he ne- 
ver ſawe? I aniwer, this may be, though it is indecde dif- 
ficult, becauſe this cannot be done without faith,and every 
man attayneth not unto faith. And indecd to love God.& 
Chriſt whom we haue nor ſcene, is:reckoned- for a ſpeciall 
part of that wherein the Saindts excell others; as the Apoſtle 
Peter, r. Pet. r. 8. faith: whom ye haut not ſcene and yet Love 
him , tn whom now though ye ſte hum-not yet- doe ye beleeve, and 
FLi0yce with toy + m— and gloriow. And yer, though , 
wee [ee not God nor Chriſtwtth our bodily eye, yet we. 
muſthaue aſight both of God agd bf Cluiſt , or els we can 
aort 
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not love eyther of them, butthis ſight in deedeis the fighr 
ofthe ſoute through faith . Wee cannot poſfiby loue any 
thing whereof wee haue no knowledge, neyther doe men 
now knowe God, but thorowe faith; rhcrtore as oi know- 
ledge of God is now thorowe faith, fo alſo is our Loue of 
God through Faith . Would you therefore atraine to-Love 
God, you muſt then firſt beleeve the report of theſe things, 
whereby the Lord hath reveiled himſclte to-his'/Church. If 
you bcleeve thoſe things, then is the eye of your foule ope- 
ned, and thenceforth you haue a ſoule-fight of God and of 
Chriſt, becauſe thorowe faith of the report, you now have 
knowledge of thoſe Apparitions or Reveilings of God and 
of Chriſt, which they haue made of themſelves to the 
Church . Wherefore preſent your ſclfe with thoſe Decla» 
rations : ſetthem before your felfe in Meditation, and then 
(unlefſe your heart be in you wholy unbeleeving) you can« 
not bur haue rhenceforth a knowledgeof God. Accuſtome 
your ſelte therfore to hearethe Miniſters of Gods Word : 
accuſtome your ſclfeto beleene them alſo in tharthey Tay 
out of the word of God : accuſtome your felfe to heare the 
word of Godin Scriptoreread untoyou; or, it your ſelfe 

can reade, then accuſtome yourſelfeto reade the Scriptures: 

Accuſtome your ſelte ever likewiſe to beleene what you 
reade 1n the Scriptures. Tf thus you do, then by this means, 
you ſhall preſent your ſelte with theſethmgs in the Scrip- 
tures, by which God and Chrift haue made themſclues 
both known and belovedof Men. And verily,the next w 
to attaine to a lone of God, is, the prefenting ourfoule an 
heart with theſc things, by which God drew other men to 

fall in loue of him. Doe bur therefore preſent unto your 

ſelte, theſe powerfull AttraQions, Motiues,or Inducements 

of Loue; whereby others were drawnto the toue of God 

and hardly then it can be — your ſelfe alſo will of 
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them bedrawnto theloue of God. Now the ſpeciall Mo« 
tives or Inducements which we finde in holy Sc1iptures, T 
reckon to betheſce.. Fult, 7 he 3 pparitions : lecondly , 7h 
heavenly Glorie which hath been ſhown to the Church : thudly, 
T he mighty power in Signes and wonders done: tou thly the eut- 
dence f vertue and gooaneſſe in God tewards others : fittly , the 
rich aud glorious worſhip of the ancient.Church: Laſtly,T he be- 
nefitswhich you yaur ſeife ( beleeving in God ) recemein this life, 
and by promiſe are to receive in the life to come... Eucty of theſe 
isa very powcitult Moriue or Inducement of the loue of 
man towards God, therefore theſe things ought you to ſet: 
before your ſoule in Meditation, that of them you ( with 
others ) may be drawnto fall in loueot. God. Theſe things. 
( for that itwere too much to write of them here at large ) 
I thinke fitro write of in ſeverall Treatiſes by themſclues , 
hoping that Gods people will be deſirous of theſe Treariſes 
allo, tor their turther inſtruction what to doetherein. Inthe 
meane time, will heere indeavour to mouec you unto this 
Loue,by ſome of theſethings aboue mentioned, bricfly here 
touched at in this Treatiſe. And indeed, moſt men come 
ſhorrof that loue which they ought to beare to God, by reas, 
ſonof thenegle& they haue to ſet before themſeJucs in Me- 
ditation;ſome of thoſe ſpeciall things wherby God draweth 
thclouc of man untc himſelf. Everyman faith,who ſhou/d not 
tone God , yea, they will be bold to ſay , who ts there. among 
Chriſtians that tones not God? Butas I haue ſaid before concer- 
ning Feare, {o I lay here concerning Lone, Many fay that we 
muſt loue God, when yet theirown-hcart never felt the At- 
feRion itſelie of loue unto God. Let the bur conſider, what 
the AﬀeCtion of Louc isuntoanything which they feele the- 
ſelues tolouc,whether it be wife or child, riches,orreputatis, 
honor, Ptincesfavours,imploymentsof Power &Comands, 
Glory,orthe like,& then.let them conſider with themſclues 
whether thelikxe AﬀeCtion bee in: them towards God, ye: 
Ot 
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or no. But that men may attain to have like affeftion towards 
God ailo,it is needfujthat they make uſe of fuch (oul-objeas 
as G dhath provided for the w inning of the foulcs loue un- 
to himſelf. Among the which I wiſh you to make afrequent 
and fp:cialuſe ot the Apparitions,&heavenlyGlorics,ſhown 
of God to-his Church. For,as the ſoule of Man being deligh- 
ted with faire objedts,yeilds readily rofal alſo in luue of ſuch, 
ſorhe preſenting it with the apparitions of God,& with the 
beaureous &heavenly ſhining Glories ſhown of God to the 
Church, isthe ready way to win itto fall allo inloueof God. 
Accuſtome your lelte therfore to reade, or heare read unto 
you,now one,thEanother of the Apparitions made of God, 
whether viſibly to the eye,. or onely in viſion. ( for both are 
true Apparitions,though divers in kind; and then uſe your 
ſel/c to ſay thus,o1 to like effe: T his was (or ſeemes tome to be) 
& if ' here L(hould ſee before me.this or this,as the ſtory reportes 
unto.you. that others ſaw. Which having ( for the help of 
your Diſcerning ) done,then uſe your ſelt toſay furtheralſo 
thus,or tolike effec: My heart, what a ſight was this ? What a: 
kinde of Glory was this? Is not this wonderfull ? T hus God ſhewed 
hrmſclfe ta others.” CAnd now (my ſoule) heres a glimpſe of the 
Glory of God : conſider now thexfore,(this being once truely ſeen) 
whom ſhould:not this moue unto loue of him, whoi: ſo marvellous 
8&2 his Apparition, ſo glorious? Certainly the heavenly Glorics 
Gown by God to+-his Church upon carth, are not idle, but: 
operariue obji &s, and therefore there lacketh bur mens pre- 
ſenting theirſoules with them. For, did each Man by him- 
ſe}fe thus preſent or ſer before his ſoule, the mervcllous Ap. 
parations,& ſhining Glories, which God hath ſhowneto his 
Chu:ch,then this,of the Power in th&, (whichthey receive 
fro. the wiſe copoſition of Ged) would overcome the foule, 
both to confeſle that this was mervailous &glorious indeed, 
& alſo toJoue God who ſogloriouſly made ſhow of himfclf.. 
Dowenot ſec incomon experience, howM& toon rejoyceto 
3, be: 
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be favouredof them who moſt partake of this worlds glory? 
Andif there be any hope givcn ot a gracious acceptance, 
how eafily chenanclinesthe-heart toloue all fuch? 'Whulft 
theretore God hath been pleaſed to maniteſt his gracious 
acceptance of their loue to-him who.belecue, there lacketh 
but our ſctring before our ſoules and-hearts in private medi» 
tation, thetarre glories and:ſhining which God (torthe ho- 
nourof him(ſclte and comfort of the Church) hath cauſed 
to appeare. Be not therefore diſſwaded by any , as if your 
{elfe-informing, and ſclte-queſtioning about the Appariti. 
ons of God, and about the faire and ſhining Glories, which 
the Church of God hath in former times ſeene, and to this 
day beleeveth , wereto little purpoſe to winne the loue of 
your heart to theLord; but rather be frequent in the exer. 
Ciſe hereof. Spare not to ſpeake thus unto your own lelfe 
in Meditation,that ſo youmaytindrhe precious truit,which 
certainely your fodoing will produce. I know that the be- 
nefits which we rece1ue,by the exceeding vertue,and good. 
nefſe of God towardus in'Chriſt, arealſo verie powerfull 
Inducements unto Lowe; but let us not therefore _ 
the other, depriving our ſclues of the precious fruit whicks 
certainly will come of them alſo Nay, ſuffer me totell you 
further, that true Loue is never for the Good onely which 
we receiue,but rather for the true Deſert of that(in its (elfeÞ 
to be Beloved, which requires our loue; .therefore allo that 
mans louc is trucft & ſoundeft,wholoveth God even for the 
evidence made ot himlelfe unto others, by which hee hath 
declared himſelfe to be worthy to be beloved. Andcertain- 
ly, there were never more worthy cauſes of Loue given to 
man, then the Lord God of 1fracl, his Sonne, and Spirit, 
haue given. Never ſuch Apparitions feene but in the 
Churh : never fuch truc and ſhining Glories : never ſuch 


wotkes of Power : never ſuch vertucand Goodnefſle : ne- 
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ver forich and glorious 2worſhip : never ſuch Gifts given, 
as in che Ciuurch, Let there be faith that thoſe reported ins 
&-ripture were indeed done : Ler there bea confidering al- 
_ -of theſpecialleſtof themadviledly : Ler the Church of 
God ſtill ro this day continuing be confidered in its rich 
Gifts, and then let compariſon be made betwixt the Lord 
our G-1d, and the gods of any other Nations whatſoever. 
and whenſoever. Butit upon compariſon,there be a mani- 
feſt evidence of excellency in the Lord, then eventhis allo- 
is avery. powerfull Attraction, and'worthie cauſe of our 
loue rowards God: Tothis we may adde the inceſſant cau- 
ſes, which are given us of God why tolouchim, and this in 


our continuall enjoying the uſe of life, in thisſo faire a - * 


creation of his as this world wherein we are. For,. we be. 
Iecving inthe Lord God of 1ſ7ael, that he indeed itwas, and 
he oacly, that made this world, we arethenceforth bound 
to louc him for our very breathing, for our food, rayment, 
and for being incompaſted with«(o faire and pleaſing Ob. 
jets and Ornaments, as are the ſpangled heavens, the flow- 
ty carch, and the faircliuing creacures which we fee. Cer- 
tainly, as it is our hearrs-griefe to be deprived of the uſe,yea, 
or light onely, of any. of theſe things. ſo everie portion of 
breath,every morſell weeare,cevery thing weweare, andeve- 
fire thing we behold withour eye, oughrto teach us the 
x ow loue-of him whoſe worke alt theſe louely things are. 
The world is in truth aright faire and glorious creature, full: 
ao of tuch goodneffe of the Lord, as that rhe wickedeft 
that is cannot bur joy inthieuſe of it, asfor a Good which 
he accounteth good, and without which he will not be if he 
can chuſe. Therfore ſomerimes put your ſen mind hereof, 
ſaving, Now | breathe the breath of my life, but loue I the Lord 
Gol of Iſrael that grues me this breath, and power tobreathe it ? 
Here 1 now eate this morſell of meate, for the continuance of my, 


life 
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life and — of this my bodie , but toue I the Lord God of 
1{rael who hath made, and continues theſe things whereon 1 feed ? 
I now put .onthis my rayment according to my eſtate , but loue I 
the Lord God of Iſrael who made and continues m the world the 
things whereof they are made ? Here I ſee theſe ou g10r108S 
Harres , this faire heaven, theſe flowres, fruits, this earth , and 
theſe faire Irving creatures, how would it grieue me to be depri. 
ved of the ſieht of them? How loue I the werie ſight of them,and 
the bencfit I hauc by them ? But, doeT lonethe Lord God of Irael, 
whoſe marvellous power made all theſe things for my comfort and 
aſe? Thus pur your ſelfe in minde ot thele Cauſes allo , 
which the Lord God of 1ſreal giues you why to loue him,and 
this will bean inceſſant occaſion, moving you to the loue 
of God. Weare too negligent to ſtirre up our Aﬀedtionsto 
the glory of God: weare not (for the moſt part) faithtul in 
heart of his creating theſe things , therefore we are the bol. 
derto be negligent in giving him our loue, for theſe his 
good gifts eycn of this world. True it is, theſe we haue in 
common with the wicked , withthe unfaithfull, and this 
eoolesthe affection of many : But we muſt not do as they 
doe, though they injoy with us what we enjoy;for elſe,how 
ſhould we eſcape that damnation, whereinto they / partly 
for this verie wickednes,of not loving God whoſe creaturcs 
they hauethe uſe of ) are caſt of God. Toconclude, it you 
would attaineto the loue of God,then doe not onely reade, 
or heare what I haue written, but doe what I bid you doe: fo 
ſhallyou findean inclining of your heart, willingly,and with 
delight to keep the commandements of God. For loue in- 
genders a willingneſſe in obedience, yea a dclight thata 
man hath occafon wherin to ſhew obedience. And indeed, 
joy of obeying is an inſeparable companion, ot doingany 
thing at his commandement who. hath wonne our hearts 
loue unto himſelfe. Therfore get loue, and then o_ of al 
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doubt, the yoke and butthen of the Commandemments, will 
be fo cafie and light, as thar eaſily, and with delight you 
will bearc it upon you in your lite and in your converla- 


tion, 
6. CHAP, 


A Fifth Afotive or Inducement,is, The Promiſes madens 
& &by God;Therefore David,P.r19.11:-faith,7 have hid thy 
promiſes in my heart, that Imight not ſinne avain# thee. And the 
Apoftle Petey 2.Pei.3.13.faith: But we look for new heavens and 
4 new earth, according to his Promiſe, wherein dwelleth righteouf- 
meſfſe, Wherefore, beloved, ſering that yee looke for ſuch things, be 
diligent that yee may be found of him in peace, without ſpot, and 
blameleſſe. We lee in common experience, that a Man loo- 
king tor ſome great and deſfircable Gifts from a Prince, «he 
is thenceforth very carefull notto diſpleaſe him,by breaking 
any commandement received from him. This being ſo 
among men, how is it thatthe Promiſes of God made of 
him unto us, make not us like minded towardshim © Are 
any Gitts promiſed by Princes,comparableto the Gitts pro- 
miſed of God 2 If no, why thenare their commandements 
more rendered, more carefully fulfilled? I rhinke the faile 
be, partly in our nor _— God;partly,in our not fo much 
as minding the Promiſes of God ; partly, in our not cſtee- 
ming them though we know them; partly,forthat wecom. 
monly think, that all Gods Promiſes are for ancther,not for 
this life. But every of theſe are greaterrours of our minde, 
therefore we muſtcleare our minde of theſe errours, if ever 
we wil tor the Promiſes.ſake keep the Lords Commande« 
ments. 

A maine and chicfe remedy againſt our not truſting 
of God, that ſich things astheſe promiſed of him ſhall ever 


at all be performed unto any, may be our | —_— 
E the 


OO  — —_ ————_ 


3® 
the great Acts and wonders of his power heretofore ſhown, 
For the evidence of his Powerin other things, may make us 
truſt him for things promiled of him; therefore be notneg.- 
ligent toinforme yourlſelfe ofthe great works of his power, 
and then you willthe more readily belecue him in the great 
things promiſed;for he thatheretofore hath raiſed the dead, 
well we may belecuc him that he will raiſe the dead as he 
hath promiied. And truely through mens. negligence to lay 
to heart, rhe great wonders which-theLord hath heretofore 
done. - their hearts know not reaſon to belecue, that ever 
at all ſuch things ſhall bee done as God hath promiſed. 
Wherefore I pray you informe your ſelfe one by one, of the 
great wonders which the Lord and his Sonne haue done, 
and. then tet the evidence of Gods power in them, per. ' 
{wadeyour hearts concerning the things thatare promiſed. 
This I take to be a convenient remedy againſt the firſt 
errour ; ſuffer me to ſhew-you a remedy alſo againſt the 
ſecond. | "IP oo 

Is it ſo, that the cares of this life, the couetoulneſle of in- 


creaſe of this worlds riches, the inceſſant imployments in 


the Common-wealrh, or the continuall pleaſures of Court, 
will not ſuffer- you! ſo much as to minde the Promiles of 
God; yet, conſider wich-your felte-thattherc is a God to 
whom accounts of this like muſtbe given : for as we made 
niotour ſelues , nor theſe things of this world , ſo ſurcly the 
Maker will haue an account of, all. Therefore though theſe 
things may ſomewhat, yet let them not, wholy: tranſport, 
you, fay with: your ſelte'in ſome breathing, time, Shall ? 
wholy nezlet? God my Creator ? Shall hee make rich and in- 


 eftimable Promiſes, and ſhall Inot ſo much as once minde ther? 


Thus ſtirring your feleup bateven to-arind the Promiſes of 
God, thenallow yourſclfe ſome leafuretime, wherin now 
one thenanother of the ſpeciall promiſes. of God , may be 
thought 
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thought of by you. Verily, the very but thinking now of 
one, then of another of Gods Promiſes , wilkbe a Meanes 
of our minds and hearts deep conception in'time, of all the 
{peciall promiſes of the Lord. ' But, if minding them, your 
heart then eſteeme them nor, then help alſ> your eſtimation 
by faying thus, or-to the like effe@t with your ſelfe: Ay 
heart, what thinkeſt thow of this thing * What if | 1 may attain it, 
ſhall I be the better ? is this a thing to be deſired © haut I need of 
it ? Thus teach your ſelfe by felfe-queſtioning, to open to 
yourſelte the riches of the Promiſes, and the need which 
on your felte (rightly conſidering your mortall condition) 
Lau of it, and then I doubt not, butthar the thing promi- 
fed will appeare ſuch, as that you cannot but both eſteeme 
it, and defire alſo to attaineunto it. This may bea conve. 
nient remedy againſrhe third errour, conſider we therfore 
in the next place a remedy againſt the fourth and laft 
errour. 

It you think that all that God doth for you is put off to 
another life , ſothat in this life you haue no benefite of any 
of his Promiſes, then teach your ſelfeto know better, by 
informing your ſeclfe of the many and ineſtimably rich Pro. 
miſes of God, (which being in the Church)you injoy even 
inthis life. Verily, as many men injoying the light of the 
day,never think of it as of a precious gift of God: ſo many 
injoy the rich bleſſings of the Church, never perceiving the 
gifrot God unto them therein; but let ſuch negligence be 
with fooles, not with wiſe men. 

Thus haue I ſhowen you briefly ſome convenicntreme- 
dies againſt theſe common and alſo potent errours;butthere 
remaineth yet anotherthing of ſo great importance, as that. 
unleſſe a man be alſo therein ſatisfied , hardly can he have 
the heartever'thys to doe by the Promiſes. Which other 
thing is this, That' a man _—_ whether theſe things belong 
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to himeſelfe or ns.: whether theſe Promiſes art madeto him, yes, 
07 #0, L 
To afſure your ſelfc therefore hereof, youmuſt obſerue , 

whither you be without or within the Church; for no man 
out of bo Church, ſo long as he recmaines out of the 
Church,hath rightuntoany of the Promiles. He that isout 
of che-Church.bath-no right unlcſle he be called ; but being 
called, andupontheCallobeying,and beleeving, the Promi- 
ſes.are made unto.him, A#.2.38. Anditt you be born within 
the Church,thengualeſic you prouean Eſas in 1ſraels houſe, 
vilipendingin time the riches of faith, refuſingalloin your 
heart ({ though notin outward profeſſion ) to belecue , you 
may. notdoubt, but that the Promiſes belong unto you. For 
not an vamanifeſted EleQion, bur the Promiſe made, muſt 
be the guide of their. faith-who are in the Church , therfore 
where there is-nota' reprobation manifeſted, we may not 
preſume to doubt of the generall Promile tobe effeQuall to 
any perſon :. but the generall Promile is made to themand 
their children whoarein the Church, A. 2. 38. therfore ta 
the children of thoſe in. the Church the Pramiſes ought of 
duty tobe applycd,unleſſe there be any manifeſted rejeRion * 
of a party. Therfore,are you born within the Church,then 
obſerue whether comming to yearesof underſtanding, you 
then vilipend not the grace of God in his Word unto you, 
but rather imbrace and belecne it; for, you tlien belecving,. 
you may not doubtot the belonging of Gods promiſes un- 
to you. Yea, being bornein the Church. you have more- 
overthis benefit, that though (tranſported of the tempta- 
tions of Satan., orof the ſinnefull pleaſuresof this world ) 
youruna race fora long time cleane againſt the grace of 
God, yer in.time, repenting from the bottome of your 
heart,.and then yet beleeving the Goſpell, you may be moſt 
aſſuredthat all the pretious.Promiles. of God belong, and 
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ſhall certainly be performed untoyou. To conclude,labour 
ficſt ro haue a knowledge of the promiſes of God, and 
then labour to get an eſtimation of them, and defire of 
| heart atter them forif this be once attained, then your 

heart will keep the Lords commandements, yea, though 
but becauſe it would not looſe thoſe fo rich things wherof 
now 1t hath a defire. But to begert an eſtimation, you muſt 
confider well the thing promiſed , you muſt compare it 
with the other things of this world, you muſt conſider the 
need you have of it, and. the bettering your ſelfe by it, 

For as theſe things are more or lefle apprchended.by your 

heart and. ſoule ;- io is your heart and ſoules more or lefſe 

eſteeme of the Promiſes. But as the hearts eſteeme is, ſuch 

al{ois its affection ;; for if it firſt eſteeme notof athing., it 
will hauc no Defireof it though it might have it; 

Therfore {ome times ,. and that in your moſt ſerious and 
private meditation, ſerbefore your ſoule now one, -then 
another of the Promiſes, queſtioning your own lelfe, What 
you thinke of this, and: whether it be a precious thing or no, if 
it may be had. But this be ſure of, that if none of the Pro- 
miſes of God , preyaile over your Eſteeme and Deſire, 
drawing thera unto it , then; you will-never haue care of 
keeping the Commandements, even for the Promiſe 
fake made of God unto you. One Promiſe well and ſeri. 
ouſly\confidered , well opened untoour ſelues by diſcourſe 
in private meditation, diſcovering ſo unto our felucs the 
riches. and good of the: Promiſe, is more powerfull 
over our Aﬀecions to-draw them to cſteeme. and de. 
fre it, then if all our life rime we heare never-ſo much of 
all the promiſes of God, reſting: in-a ſuperficiall Notion 
and bareknowledge onely of them all. Wherefore-at any 
12nd reſt not in a bare Notion of Gods Promiſes, but 


_ confidercachone,and lay itto heart, teaching yourſclfe ta 
| E. 2 priſe: 
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priſe well of it, and to hauea Deſire of heart aſter it,ſo ſhall 
you certainly comeintime to ſay with the Prophet David ; 
1 haze hid thy Promiſcs-in my heart , that 1 might not ſinn# 
azainſt thee, 


7. Chap. 

He fixt cAtotine or Inducement unto thekeeping of the 
om willingly , and with delight is, The 
Righteouſneſſe ef the Commanaement. To this end , Moſes , 
Deut.4.8.ſaith: And what Nation is ſo great, that bath Ordi- 
mances and Lawes ſo Righteous, as all this Law which 1ſct before 
you this day: And the Prophet David, Plal. 119. 86. faith 
All thy Commandements are true. Again, verl. 128. T hcrefore 
1 efteeme all thy precepts moſt Inſt. Again, verl.142. Thy Righ- 
tconſneſie is an everlaſting Rightcouſneſſe, and thy Law is Truth, 
The righteouſneſſe of Gods commandements ,manifeſteth 
both the Iuſtice of God , and alſo his Loue unto his crea- 
tures : his Tuſtice, becauſe as he is in himſelfe upright or 
righteous towards all; ſo he wouldhaue Men allo doe right 
one to another : his Loue, in that he tendereth the good 
of his people,giving ſuch lawes as which beingot every one 
obſerved, every man ſhall haue g6od by it. And indeed as 
common experience ſhews us,thatthatNation whereRight 
is moſt preſerved, aboundeth moſt with Goodnefle;ſo Gods 
givinga Law by which Right might bepreſerved, proues 
thathcloues the Good, nortthe Ruinof man. Truc it is 
indeed; that ſome men uſe to ſeta falſe Good betore their 
eycs, their Deſire alſo being drawen wholly after it, and 
fot after rhe Good of Righteouſneſs which God. would 
haue, But ſuch men manifeſt themſclues tobe no fit Iudges 
of Good, in that if their particular Good ſhould ſpread 
over all,their could be nothing more huttfull to the =—_ 
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of man ; nothing that ſoofier would produce the diſhonor, 
yea,and the Ruine of Man. Whertfore as in the beſt Com. 
mon-wealthes, the very ſetiſe of Good which Men receiue 
by Lawes, makes them not onely loue the Lawes, but alſo- 
toſtick together with their Princes for the maintenance of 
the: ſo the very beſt means to make you fal in loue of Gods 
Lawes, and to ſtick together for the maintenance of them, 
is,your opening to your ſelte by diſcourſe in Meditation, 
the Good which Mans ſociety would receiue by the obſer- 
vation of them. And indeed in that God giving Lawes 
Siues ſuch, as which the farther they ſpread in obſervation, 
the better it is for Man and Mans ſociety , this-declares him 
moſttruely to tender that which is the true Good of mari. 
T ſpeak of thoſe Lawes which are generall ; not'sf thofe 
which were but peculiar to the Nation of the [ſraclitcs: for 
there were Lawes which ſerved bur peculiaily for that 

Conqueſt made of Canaan by that people, even as: every 
prevailing power or conqueſt hath power to-make righr- or 
wrong of poſſeſſion , as beſt ferveth tor the. Good of: thar 
Dominion in particular. For in that God confirmed the 
Powers of this world in the hands of the Heathen Princes ; 
declaring then+to be his Ordinance, Rom. 1.3.1. this ſhewes 
that he alloweth of the peculiar lawes for poſſeſſion, made 
under each Dominion for the better maintenance ot the: 
ſame. We muſt therefore put difference berwixt the Gene.. 
rall Lawes of God, which muſt univerſally fpread with the 
ſpreadingof the Kingdome of heaven, andthoſe which ci- 
ther were temporary , of peculiar ro ſome people and their 

pecuhar conqueſt. But nowfor the general] Law of God? 

{ceing we ought to-imbrace and love it, therefore T would: 

adviſe you' to diſcover to your ſelfe the righteouſmefſe of” 

the ſame, that fo you loving the righteonſnefſe may then? 
loucrhe Commandement ever torthe Rightrouſnetlt ſake. 
1 T.o 
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To this end then uſe yourſelfe ſome tines to meditatenow 
upon one, then upon another of Gods commandements, 


.conſidcting then with your ſelfe, both what a Good every 


man ſhould haue if every one keptthat commandement, 
and alſo what inſuffcrable Hurt every mans doing the con- 
trary would produce unto every man. The Prophet David 
ſaid unto God, Pal. 119.18. Open mine eyes, that I may ſee the 


wonders of thy Law. And verl. i 19. he faith further : Thy te- 


ftimonits are wonderfull : therefore doth my ſoulc keepe them, 
Now, what thinke you made this Man ſay this ? Surely his 
penetrating, and defire to penetrate more, into the Mylteric 
of the Righteouſneſſe and Good of that which God com- 
mandeth, and the unrightcouſneſle and hurt of the contra- 
. Trucit is, that Gods Lawes had in his time another 
wonderfull Myſterie , in that his appointed Divine Service 
figured out things, moſt wondertull to them that could dif- 
cover them. But thinke not thar for this onely he accounts 
the law of God wonderfull , ſeeing thoſe Lawes alto are 
wondertull,for.the compofition of Righteouſneſſe inthem, 
which yer prefigured not any thing, but onely taught right 
and wrong. And indeed it 1s a Speculation fit for a Prince 
2nada Magiftrate,ropenctrate into the myſteric of the Come 
poſition of a generall Law,diſcovering the juſtice contained 
therein,and the good of every man by obſerving it, and 
the hurt of every mans tranſgrefling it. Yca, a Prince that 
loveth the Good of his people, hath not onely great dee 
lightin the ſpeculationand diſcovery of the Righteouſneſs 
and good of his Lawes, butalſo hath in admiration ( and 
thisaiſo with delight )thewonderfulneſle of the wiſedomby 
which the Compoſition was made. Euen fo if every man-in 
particular, would but enter into the confideration of the 
Good which would come to every man, if every mankept 
the generall commandements given us of God, then would 
cach 
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exch min both difcern with date and joy of heart the 
Rightcouſnes of Gods Commandements,and alſo account 
the wiſe compoſition of them wanderfull in God. There 
arenoneof us all { no notof the moſt wicked ) but loveth 
his own particular Good ; yea,and will complainof hurtas 
wrong ; why then ſhould we notteach our hearts to loue 
ſach a Law, #s which the generall obſervation of, would 
produce the Good of every one in particular £ Surely thoſe 
whoſe ſuppoſed Good ſtandeth not with this, are worthy 
to be puniſhed, asthoſe whoſe ſuppoſed Good is the hurt 
of others. Thereforealſo if at any time we haue procured 
our own ſuppoſed Good by. ſome unrighteouſneſſe , then 
let us learn togrow in hatred of that unrighteouſneſſe and 
falſe Good, by ——_— what a Hurt it would 
betobaur felues, if other Men that we haue to deale with , 
ſbould for their Good deale with us as unrighteoully, aswe 
for ſome ſuppoſed Good roour ſelucs haue dealt with 0- 
thers. Verily, there could be no greater puniſhment of the 
wicked, then if every man that they deale wirh were as 
wicked as they. Wherfore alſo that is not a good which is 
evill come by, becauſe not onely the puniſhment of God 
and man awaites it upon difeovery ; butalfo, it other Men 
doe the like to us we ſhall then with ſorrow feele and ac- 
knowledge, that it is not Good to haue one mans Good 
anothers Hurt. Therfore I fay, learne from the Good 
which would befall your ſelfe in particular, by every 
Neighbours obſerving a Commandement given, to fall in 
Loue of ſuch a Commandement, as whoſe Righteouſe 
neſſe is not one but every mans Good. Which that you 
may the better doe, allow to your ſelfe ſome time of ſerin 
ous and private meditation , wherſ\ thinking of ſome 
or other of the Commandements of God, you may alſo 
ſay thus, or to the like effec } your ſclfe : How Good 
| were 
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mere this tobe alſrard by omen © if this mere: by axe 
ry man, what a bleſſe Hf havior line evey upon carth © froy 
"4 many feares ſhould 1 be freed? from hpw many dangers ; 


yea, wrongs, and hurts mbych now af ale we ſhould þ be freed 
were it not better for me aud for vny, honſhatd., that this Law 
were kept by every of my Neighbou7's i; were {4 201-Good for thens 
A if 1 and my houſbold obſerve this Low towards every of 
em ? Thus if you uſe to queſtion aod dilcomwie with your 
ſclte, ſome time of one,an other time:otanother of the com. 
mandements of God, thqn wall not onely the Kightcoup 
neſle of the commandemaent appeare unto- you, but-alſo- 
your heart will inclyne within you toJove the commande- 
ment, even for lougitbeareth-to its own particular Good , 
which wouldariſe by every mans.obſerving, thar Commans 
dement. Butif ence your heart. be poſſef edof loue to the 
commandement,, then will loue notoncly make the obſer» 
vation of the commandement cafie , butalſo it will breed 
evena delight in you to keep that commandement in your 
Actions and Converſation with men.. Learne therefore to 
Due the Rightcouſnefle which is ina commandement, and 
then afſure your felfe that you will be the readier of inclinas 
tion; both toloue and alſo-to obſerue the commandemeng 
its ſeltc. At any hand therefore be not negligent of your 
Paſſton.or Aﬀection, but rather carefully endeavour thax 
you fall inloue of the Commandement: For unleſſe one 
Paſſion or Aﬀection be moved, there will not any other 
be moved for the caſing of the obſervarion : I meane, un- 
lefſe your loue unto the commandement be won, there will 
be no delight in the obſerving of the commandement: and 
where there isnor dtlight in the obſervation, rherc no wil- 
enefle is to keep the commandement. Surely it is the 
AﬀeRion of loue, tHat moues the Paſſion alſo of Deligh: 
inthe obſerving that loved, and this movipgot the Paſſion 
an. 
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cellency , and thatall Good is of him,but withopteverJay» 
ing to heart any one particular of cither; for they never con- 
fider the excellency or greatneſle of 'God in any one patti- 
cular thing , neither doe they inparticular confiderany.one 
Good, confeſſing it to be Good , andthen bclegving with 
allin their heart, that it is of God indeed,and not of Nature, 
orof Man onely. Butnow, it you doe ſometime by one, 
another time by another of Gods commandements , as I 
haue aboue directed you, then. will the Righteoulneſſeand 
Goodneſſeof Gods Commandementsſo appeareuntoyour 
Spirit and Heart, as thatcven for loue untoſuch Righteous 
nefle,and ſuch Good,your hearr andſpirit will yecld in you 
toloue the Commandement it ſclfe alſo, And a Commans 
dementloved, is with delight of heart Spouſered res. 
fore get to loue any commandement, and then be aſſured, 
that the obſervation of that Commandement will be, not 
onely cafie, buteven a Dclight alſo. unto you. I could wil. 
lingly here (for afurtherance both of your Apprehenſion of 
the Righteouſnesand Good of Gods commandements: 
alſo of your diſlike or hatred of thoſefalſe Goods which wic- 
ked men doe Batter themſclucs of ) haue written particular» 
fy, of eachof the Lords commandements;ſhewing boththe 
Righteovſneſſe. and Goodtherof, and allo. theunrighteonf- 
nefſe and Hurt of the ſeeming Good, which the tranſgreſfors 
of thole Commandements ſooth themſclues up in, But the 
Commandements being many,as branching themſelues not 
onely into all our outward aRions, but alſo unto the inward 
Actions of the minde, and this alſo both towards God, and 
towards Man, I found that I could not conveniently inthis 
place write in that manner of them; forif I ſhould,it weuld 
too too inconveniently increaſe this preſent Treatiſe, Ther« 
foreI think fit to lcaue you here, to thedireRions in briefe 
which betoreT hauc given you: knowing, that if you 5's as 
| aus 
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Thane taught you, then you will doe this everſof yohrſclues: 
andyour own ſoules diſcourle,doth commonly cauſe things 
'\to ſinke deeper into your heart , then another mans telling 
or unfolding them unto yows Bur now to conclude this 
chapter, getto know and haue in minde, not the ten com- 
mandements onely, but alſo the other commandements 
which branch themſeclues out of thoſe ten,and then reſt not 
inthe knowing them onely, bur exerciſe yoar ſelte to think 
now Upon Qne.artwo , anger time upon other , opening 
then allo unto yourſclfe , by your own diſcourſe therupon 
with your ſelfc,both the Rightcouſncſle of the Commande, 
ment, and alſo the invaluable Good which, would come to 
Mankinde, if every man towards other did according tothat 


Commandement. | 
od ot | 8. CHAP, 
He ſeventh Hotive, or Inducement, to the keeping 
willingly and with delight Gods Commandements, is, 
T heir profiting them that obſcrue them. For belides the profite 
of thole bleſſings which Gods Promiſes, Dent.11.3.Dent.11, 
26.Deat.26.16.Dem.28.1.comfort us of, thereare other pro, 
fires which the commandements themſclues bring with the 
totheobſervers of them. As David(aith, P/. 119.24.7 hy Teſ- 
timonies are my Connſelters, And Pſ.119.22.Except thy Law had 
been my delight,I jbould haue periſhed in myne aff lition: I wil ne- 
wer forget thy Precepts for by them thou haſt p_ me.Apain, 
Pſc119.104.By thyPrecepts,7 na uy Handing. And P/. 
119.100» / underfiood more then the CA ncients,becanſe I kept thy 
Precep = Againe,P 119.129. The entrance mio thy W dw 
eth light, and givet Lag a, to the ſinsple, Laſtly, P[.119. 
08. By thy commandements thou haſt made me wiſer then myne 
enemics:for they are ever with me.l haut had more underſtanding. 
then all myTeachers :for thy Teſtimonies are my meditation, Thus 
by this holy mans experience we find,thatthe cQgmandem yr 
' | 3 0 
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of the Lord Thew a Light, 'andigibe wriderRtifiding 3:thth 
quicken one; they are as Countcllets, rhey fricke 08'witer 
'thenourenemics; yea, ' they prevent our periſhing:ww AR 
AiQion.: Precious 'bericfites truely we theſey andſuch will 
-appearero be unto him] who duely confidets each of theſe 
zhings whatit'is. There is'not one of theſe things'but wee 
would be delighted to hane itfulfilled in our ſelues:for whe 
xefireth not every of theſe things, if there'be any poſlibili: 
xy ob attaining thereto? Wieuld*yow then attaine'tt theft 
things, doe as did this hotypthan, exerciſe yourſelves in'ths 
commandements'to doe them. For certainely as the com- 
mandements, ' ilucd'irr the originall from God who dwel: 
leth in glotious light ;*fo they themſelues. pattakeofithena- 
ture of light, giving light alſo unto him that receives then 
into him by Mcditation , ſetting hjmſelfe to doe them in his 
fe andconverſation. A worldly minded man irjoying the 
ightof this world , can hardly be perſwaded that darkneſs 
isinhimſdlte: bur,as a blinde man though he beiarhelight 
of this world yet is himfelfe darke, ſois 4 worldly minded 
man, though he injoy the light of this world. Letthe firm 
ple or ignoranttherefore, orthe worldly minded, (forthere 
Kno worſe ſimplicity and ignorance then worldly minded- 
neſſe) take unto them the commandements of Go&* Ire 
them learne them by heart : letthem think or meditatcorn 
them one by one : letthem fet them(ſetues to put them iry 
executionintheiractions,andintheirconverſation,and they 
ſhall fndea mervaitous change inthemſelnes? 4 'chaney I 
ſay, nothing eſſe mervailous, theniF#blind-man everblind, 
ſhouldrecciue- ſight, or darkneſfe ſhonld be changed jnto* 
lighr; Suftcly, as is themorning Hghrafterthe dark fhadow: 
of theniofir; ſo-will the fimple,cherghoradt, oro tfalty mics. 
ded, by receiving'the 'commandementsbe ilighined}, be-! 
comming of darke, light, andof ignorant,tobe man of uny. 
- derſtanding. 


eden... Af 2d. Mc 


.- Wo 
gi.-A worldly minded man would hardly think 
thacbis wiledotn can be fooliſhnefle 4 for finding himſelfe 
wile, and wiſerthen many , either in contriving:to incteafe 
his gaine; or in- dexterity of apprehenfion and invention'in 
marters of State. or Palliey , though he know-not, or care 
not for rowalke' in-the commandements of God; yet he 
thinkshimfclte wiſe, and ſufficiently wile for his part ; but, 
as the Apoſtle, 1.Cor. 1. 20. faith : Hath not God made the 
wiſcdome of this world foaliſhneſs ? Sothereis nothing truer, 
thenthar a man wholly worldly minded, nothing minding 
the commandementsot God ro doe them, or obſerue them 
in all his Actions and Thoughts, is nor wiſeas hethinketh, 
but contrariwile is even filled with fooliſhnefſe. Let ſuch 
therfore;, if there be any heart in thereto doe themſelucs 
gqodlearnc alforhe commandementsof God, endeavouring 
that they, as Guides, goe with all their plots and deviſes, to 
the ruling them when they tend unto ſtraying trom the way 
of Rightcouſnefſe, ad then they ſhall change their wife. 
dome; from foolifhneffe tor wifedome indeed. Tf their gain, 
if. their promotion will not ſtand with: vhe obfervation: of 
Gods commandements, and therfore they thinke that it 
were not wiſedome tor them, by obſcrving the comman-« 
dements, to deprive themſclucs of fuch gaine or promoti- 
on., let them know, that when they haue reared up their 
ſtate unto the uttermoſt, then they are but as men who are 
fooliſhly under fome old Ruines, which are ready to fall ups 
on them to their deſtruction,if wiſely they haſten not them- 
ſelues from underthem. As for the poore of the world, the 
fimple(I mean)orunlearned,let them alſo know,that if unto 
this poverty of theirs they joyn allo worldly. mindednefle, 
nothing caring:'to know the commandements of God, and 
to be ruled by them in their pooreplots and contrivings for 
meanes of living, or for gaine, then they arcof all men w- 
S: 2p m0 


44 
moſt miſerable and truely baſe , 2s being both ou and 
-wicked, and in the wrath of God. Butitthey will tefortto 
-their Teacher, and pray him to acquaint them with the 
,Commandements of the Lord, ſetting them(elues alſo to 
rule their Acts, and their Thoughts by them,then ſhall they 
feele a wiledome to grow in themſclues, changing! them in 
their minds within, making them of {implcor ignorant, to 
be of good underſtanding, and truely wiſe. Therfore alſo 
. the commandements which moſt import us are ſuch, as 
-which the ſimpleſt may underſtand, thatſonone may plead 
for his ignorance, but every one of what condition ſoever 
he be, low as well as high, poore as rich, ſhallow as deep of 
judgement, may better both his underſtanding and alſo his 
condition. And verily a worthy work isit ina Paſtor,tohaue 
ah eye to his Auditories knowledge or ignorance, obſerya. 
- tion or negle&tof the commandements of the Lord ,* ben- 
ding his Inſtructions and Exhortations, his giving conſola- 
tion or denounging of judgement fccordingly. For cer- 
tainly it is one of the chicfeſt parts of his office, to haue a 
watchfull eye over the manners and converſationof his peo- 
ple, obſerving theirchange or not changing, from wicked» 
neſfe unto Righteouſneſſe,from prophaneſle unto Holineſs. 
I cannot therfore bur much commend them, who inſiſt 
much upon inſtrution and exhortation concerning Man- 
ners, obſerving in their Auditories the defects or unrighte. 
ouſneſle, and ſharply reproving the ſame, and thatplainly : 
Teaching them withall , and that frequently, the way of 
Righteouſneſſe, being carefull to impreſſe in them , now 
ſome, then others of the commandements of God, and 
ſhewing them kow they ſhould make uſe of themin their 
common Adions and Converſation, I cannot like that ſu- 
perficiall and too generall kinde of touching at wickedneſs, 
which the teachers of theſc our time too much ( for the 
moſt 
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moſt part ) now affe&, for hereby they fpeake, not as to 
their own people;butas of things which concernes notthem 
asguilty, ſauce onely to heare of them as the text giues oc. 
caſion , and this butas for a warning. For the Teachers of 
theſe times ſeeme to be loath to exaſperate any by a juſt re- 
proofe of wickedneſle evident in them , ſpeaking alwaies ſo 
generally rather , that men r::ay takeor leaue the reproofe 
attheir own pleaſure. For my part I thinke this to be a fault, 
whilſt a Paſtor, though wickednefle be even manifeſt in any 
of his Auditorie, yet he dares not reproue any one plainly 
thereof, but muſt ever ſpeak in generall manner,leaving the 
arty to take or leaue the reproofe at his pleaſure. Indeed 
ithout certainty andevidence,none ought to be publiques 
ly reproved, for publique reproofe is a kind of puniſhment, 
and not being ſurely grounded may be rather a ſcandal then 
a juſt reproote; but where the wickedneſſe is maniteſt,as be. 
inga thing generally noted of the neighbours, I think that 
Paſtor failes of his dutie, who reproveth not the ſame open- 
ly and plainly in his hearer, thatſoa juſtreproofe may touch 
theconſcience, andperadventure leade his hearer to repen- 
tance. If theſe things were done both by people and Paſtor, 
it would certainly appeare by preſent experience alſo ineve- 
ry Age, that the Commandements of the Lord ſhew light , and 
ine underſtanding tothe, ſimple. And' it is this ſence in our 
{clues of 1o bleſſeda change of our mindes within, that is 
a kind of 9vickning,which they certainly will with comfort 
of heart feele, who ſet themſclues to the Lords commande- 
ments to obſerae them, as for Guides of their Aftion and 
Communication. For as he that walketh in treſpaſſes and 
ſinnes, is {aid of the Apoſtle Fpheſ.2.1. to bedead even while 
heisaline: So certainly, the change from ſo walking in 
treſpaſſes and ſinnes , unto- att obecterice or guiding'our 


deeds or ſpeech by the Commandements'of God; is ever 
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accompanied with a kinde of Quickning ( as feeling peace 
with God) which the foule in a man that fo doth will cer 
tainly haue a ſenſe of, Therefore profitable is it thata man 
uſe himiclteto know the commandements of God, learn. 
ing them more and more in time ; but with this reſolution 
of minde withall, todoe as they dirc& him , as occafion is 
offcred for making uſcat any time ot anyot them. Let men 
therefore with 1his holy man ulc themas Counſellers, con- 
ſulting ever with them before any thing be done or ſaid, or 
thought; tor affuredly he that fo doth ſhall finde that they 
will be unto him faithfull Counſellers , and deep alo in 
wiſedome , ſhewing him the true and happic way ot a moſt 
exccllentand blamelefle life, Which that a man may the 
better and with the more caſe doc, it is convenient that hee 
getaready knowledge of the commandcments,lcaſt elſe for 
want of a ready knowledge, the commandement be to ſecl 
when any thing is to be done or ſaid. But it willgreatly fur- 
ther a readinefſe of remembrance, it the commandements 
be by ſome skiltull hand digeſted intoſuch an order, as that 
the moſt uſuall Aions of life , and the moſt uſvall ſpeech, 
may haue annexed to them ſeverally the commandements 
which moſt aptly ſcrue as Guides in them. For men more 
eaſily a adas variety of common or uſuall ations or 
life,or ſpeech, then they doea varicty of commandements, 
they will both then more eafily apprehenda varicty of com- 
mandements, they being joyned with the uſuall ationsof 
life, or commonneſſe and moſt uſuall ſpeech and converſa- 
tion, andalſo thcy will have thc commandement the more 
ready at hand, as they have occaſion of ſuch AQion or 
Speech, unto which they finde the commandements an- 
nexed. Iris good to furthergood things by all good means, 
and people haue need of ſuch furthering , becauſe they are 
commonly dull of apprehenſion, and careleſſe of Re- 
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Another benefite which the Prophet David found by 
Gods commandements, was, that he was by them made we. 
ſer then his enemies: for ſurely ſome enemies ot his laying 
wait for his falling, indeavouredeitherto bring him by ſome 
er other ſnarc, or elſe oppreſſion or diſtreſle, into ſome or 
other evill Action, that ſo Advantage might be taken there- 
of, to ruin him even by publique juſtice; but he having his 
eyeto the Commandements of God , ſhunning the evill 
which they diſcovered and forbad, deceived them in their 
expeRation concerning the end of theirplots. Even ſo, tull 
many are they who induſtriouſly plot, to bring the Saints 
into ſome open ſcandall, by getting them,cither by ſmooth 
flattery, or couloured violence, to doe {ome cvill thing or 
other, that therupon they may haue opportunity to ſhame 
them, if they cannot alſo ruin them. Therfore a happy man 
ſhall he aſſuredly prooue, who conſulteth frequently with 
the commandements of God; for , making them to goe 
commonly with his Actions and Speech as Guides unto 
them , he ſhall prevent his falling into theſnares, which it 
may be unknown enemies lay for him. Much like as when 
ſome deſiring the fall of ſome one, will cloſe with him by 
ſome that haue familiarity with him, to get. him, either by 
way of conference of State matters to ſpeak evill of ſome in 
Authority;or by way ofSocicty to become a drunkard with 
drunkards for copany or good fellowſhips ſake, ( as they uſe 
to ſpcak):or by way of pleaſure to become a haunrer of har- 
lots : or by way of queſtioning ard diſputation,:tobecome 
a holder of ſome puniſhable errour. Theſe,and many other 
traps doe wicked perſons and politique lay, to intrap them 
untoſhameatleaſtwiſe, if not unro perdition alſo, who let 
not looſe the raines. to runne with themin the full ſpeed of 
that ungodlineſle wherein themſelues delight; buthe that 
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hath an eyeupon the commandementsof the Lord,eſchew. 
ingby rhcir direction theevill, will (unawares peradvent!: 
at the preſent to himnſelfe)proue wiſer then his enemies, w? 
unknown to him at the preſent, laid ſuch ſnares for his tai 
ling. Yea, thc Prophet ſhewes by his experience further, 
thar he that doth ſet his eye upon the commandements, 
ſhall not onely finde a wiſe prevention of the drift of his 
focs, but alſo ſhall finde a ſuſtaining him by them in his Af- 
fictions. And indeed ſometimes when Affliftions happe- 
neth upon a man, he is then more ready to run into further 
and further evill, through diſcontent of not being kept of 
God from affliction when he ſets himſelfe to his comman- 
dements, then he is to turne in his heart to the Lord with 
prayer,remaining withall conſtant in obedience. But when 
once aman hath gotten ſuch a victory over the evill inclyna- 
tionof his fleſh, as that witha reſolute heart he hath made 
Gods commandements his delight,then even under the hea- 
vy preſſure of Afflitions , he ſhunnes the running the high 
way of Diſcontentunto perdition, ſtaying himſelfe by the 
Law of his God, from doing or thinking thoſe evill things 
which Diſcontent would eaſily take hold of , and fo ſfaveth 
himſelfe from periſhing in his Aficions. To conclude, as 
you defire to haue the darkenefle of this world expelled out 
of you, and the Light of Godto inlighten you to ſalyations 
as you delire,of {imple or ignorant,to become men of good 
underſtanding : as you of dead, even while you are aliue, 
would be quickned with thelife of Righteouſneſſethrough 
the Spirit :. as you would, in ſtead of the falſe and pernici- 
ous -incytements of the fleſh , haue faithfull counſaile: as 
you would prevent the traps of your foes, becomming 
wiſer in preventing , then they in plotting : Laſtly , as you 
would eſchew ſhipwrack-inthe ſtormeof Afliction, fo haue 
arcfolute courage and minde in you, to ſet the o_ 
mande- 
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-andements before you, inall your Deeds, Communi- 
.ation ; yea, and Thoughts , anccuug that you be ruled 
 chem,to doe inall things as they inſtru and teach you, 
Thus having fhown unto you ſome of the ſpeciall c30- 
ines, or Inducements, by which men may be broughtonto 
willing obedience unto the Commandements, I will now 
proceed to ſhew allo ſome of the ſpecial] Heanes, wherby 
to attain to keep the Commandements as the Saints haue- 


kept them. 
o. CHAP. 


He MeazesI account to be ſpecially three : Firſt, Gods 
i ſince invocated by prayer : Secondly, Gods correRi. 
ons or afflitions : La#ly, our own induſtrious Meditation, 
For the firſt, the Prophet David, Pſal. 119.10. ſaith : Let me 
wot wander from thy Commandements, Againe,verſ(.12, 0 Lord 
teach me thy Statutes. Againe, verſe 18. Open mine eyes, that I 
way ſee thewonders of thy Law. Again,verl.27.Make me tours 
derſtand the way of thy Precepts. Again,verl.zz . Teach mee,0 
Lord, the way of thy Statutes. Laſtly,verſ.36. Incline myne heayt 
wnto thy Teſtimonies. Forthe ſecond, the ſame Prophet, ?/al. 
119.67.ſaith: Before I was afflicted 1 went aſtray : but now 1 kee 
thy Word. For the third, he, Pſal.110.10 faith, With my hot 
heart hanc I ſought thee. Again, verl. 23. Princes alſo did ſit 
and ſpeake againſt me : bmt thy ſervant did Meditate in thy 
Statutes. Againe. verſ, 48. 1 will Meditate in thy Statutes. 
Though the Prophetrſaid, (as in the third Meanes ) With 
whole heart hane 1 ſought thee : Andagain,1 will meditate in 
ty Satutes: yet you fee how he invotateth of God alſo, that 
Hee Let him not wander: that He Teach him : That He open 
his eyes : That He make him to underfland : that He inclyne 
his heart. And truly itis in ſome meaſure a Myſterie, thatour 
AR is attributedto Gods being his At: for fo here though 
G 3 David 
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David bent his will to meditate inthe Law of the Lord,yet 
he prayeth to God that he incline his heart unto his Teſti- 
monies : ſo likewiſe Exed. 18.15. though Pharoah hardned 
his own heart, = chap.10.1, God ſaith : 7 have hardened 
his heart. Indeed I obſerue that Exed.8.15.it is ſaid, But whey 
Pharoah ſaw that he had reſt given him, he hardened. his heart 
and hearkened uot unto them : from whence I thinke I may 
gather,that this hardning was notan evil quality infuſed by 
1ts {elte of God, but was onely the i of that Good 
unto this wicked one, which he enjoying or feeling, he 
would ſurely abuſe, hardening his heart untounbelecte and 
diſobedience. The man intreated Moſes and Aaron to pray 
for him , that the plague of frogs might be taken from him: 
God heard Hoſes and Aaron praying hin to take away the 
plague : and yet even Gods Goodnefle in hearing his {cr- 
vants,and taking away the plague,was the occafion that this 
man feeling reſt again, hardned his hart. Therforethough we 
ſet our hearts very induſtrioufly to be obedient to Gods 
commandements , yet it is needtull that we pray to the 
Lord alſo to incline our hearts to his lawes; tor God by 
Meanes (as by CorreQtions when we hauc gone aſtray,or by 
Gifts when we haue applyed our (clues to his ſervice) incli- 
neth our hearts to the keeping of his Commandements. 
And truely , let our Indeavours be what they will,yet ſuch 
are the baits of Satan, ſuch the croſſes we finde in obedi- 
ence, as that we haue exceeding necd to pray with this ho+ 
ly man, thar God ſuffer us not to wander : that He teach us 
his Statutes;that He openour eyes, that He make us under- 
ſand; that He incline our hearts. The wicked will perad- 
venture be ready to ſay : Muſt wepray to God that He in- 
cline our hearts unto his Lawes 2 Then let us take vur fill 
in the pleaſures of {inne untill God incline our hearts unto 
his Law; for if we never incline our hearts, it is becauſe He 
himſclte 
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himſelfe inclines not our heatts : but contrariwiſe doth this 
ly Man of God doe for, though he prayed unto God, 
:..y1ng; Let mc not wander , and, Inclyne my heart unts thy Teſ. 
timonies : yet healſoſaid ; With my whole heart hane 1 ſought 
thee , and, 1 will medntate in thy Statutes. And certaincly it is 
2 true ſigne of a child of God, when he ſets his heart unto 
all godlineſſe, and yet prayes unto God that he inclynehis 
hearr.For as our breathing is notof our (clues, but it is Gods 
good Gift in us thatas yet we can breathe the breath of life. 
ſo cvery your thing in Religion which we. doe, is yet the 
good Gift of God in us, and as for ſuch to be asked of God 
our Father in prayer. Yea verily, every particular thing in 
Religion, which God requireth of us that we doe, may yet 
be asked of God that he work the ſame in us; for:though 
he hath ſent the Meanes, and ſuch Meanes as which will 
work ſuch effeRs in thoſe that reſiſt not the Means :- yet 
ſuch are the ſnares of the devill, ſuch the inticing with. 
drawing of rhe world, ſuch the oppoſition or perſecution 
of all thoſe who reſiſt not but embrace the word of Grace 
that it behooverh us that we ask of God thathe inclyne our 
hearts to his words, that he open our hearts to Belecfe, and 
that he himſclfe work that Hee requireth of us. Therfore,doe 
you findethar you ſhall goe, as it were, contrarieto all men 
if you liue after rhe Rule of Gods Commandements: Doe 
you finde that you ſhall looſe much gaine if you reſtraine 
your ſelte tothis Law ? Doe you finde that you ſhall de- 
priue your ſelte of pleaſing imbracements, pleaſing delights 
in wantonneſle, if you takenot libectie to cover other mens 
beauties , other mens wiues ? then yet conſider that there 
will be an end ; no mans liſe laſts ever, and there is a God 
who will take account of his creatures: therefore ſay rather 
with your ſelfe: Zine 1m ſuch an age wherein to be righteons is 
gontrarie 10 all mens cuſfome with whom 1 hane 19 doe? Surely ſo 
_—_—— much 
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much the more miſerable are my times, but yet, ſhall 1 leage ſuch 
Goodneſſe as this Law reacheth , to make my ſeife ſo wicked for 
companies ſake as I ſee theſe men? Twill not ave it. Is thereno 
poſ«1bility to gaine , unleſſe 1 be alſo unrighteous im getting it ? 
God forbid, yea, I may Gaine, and yet without coveting, without 
ſtealme without oppreſſion without ſwelling ws God by Gaines 
gotten; therfore for the Gaines of unrighteouſne e let it not come 
7nto my poſſefsion : L*t whowill follow after that , I will haue 
mmyneeye to the Law of God in getting it. Why ſhould I loue the 
unlawfull embracements 2 Why ſhould I lone the unlawful liber« 
ty of a luſifull eye 2 Will not God indge for theſe things © If 1doe 
this, (hall I not be as as he that hath ſtollen , for whom the execu- 
tion of hanging waites * If myne own wife ſhould be ſo coveted of 
* enother : or if when I ſhall haue a wife I (hall be ſo uſed, will 
that pleaſe me ? 1f no then let me content my ſelfe with her whom 
1 ſhall linke my ſelfe unto , and though 1 may be converſant with 
other women, and delighted of Goas gifts, of beauty, [roportion, 
wiſedome, and the like in them , yet for Gods Lawes ſake let mee 
4baine from ſinne. Let there not be CAaulterie, let there not be 
wncleaneneſſe , let there not be ſecret coveting, Surely, ſc many 
are the baires of ſinne, as that it is ſo difficulta thing notto 
wander in this world from the Law of God , that we may 
well pray, and pray carneſtly and frequently with this Pro 
phet unto God , ſaying, Let me not wander from thy Commans 
dements. But though you pray that God let you not wan- 
der, yet you muſt not take hold-of every occaſion of wan- 
dering,leaving it to God to keep you that you wander not; 
for if with ſuch a heart you pray to God, you may afſure 
your ſelte that God will not heare the prayer of ſuch aone; 
but if you put on.a reſolution of minde, to ſeek God with 
your whole heart, and bend your will tothe Law of God, 
putting from you-the occaſions of unrighteous Gaines,and 
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wHll ſecond you, 4s he did David, that the baites of this life 
hall nor intiſe you to your perdition. A mans own reſolu- 
tion of minde, as it is a precious thing and acceptable of 
Gods, (lo itis very powerfull againſt thoſe things, againſt 
which ir is ſerled. Therfore doe but pur on this reſolution, 
that with your whole heart you will ſeek God & his rightes 
ous wayes: that you,notwithſtanding the fooliſh occaſions 
of ſin, which daily will offer themſelucs unto'you in this life, 
-will yet keep your ſelfe ro doe as Gods Commandements 
direct you, and you ſhall feele it i5-not ſo difficultia 
thing to withſtand finne, as at the-firſt apprehenftona\man 
would thinke. True it is that the heate of youth, as it tend. 
eth to Luſt, and to Ambition, and to opprefſion , and: to 
wantonneſle,(o it is a warfare to reſtrain it;but conſider with 
your ſelte that there is a continuall-warrfare in the world;, 
which even by Mens Lawes is occaſtoned,and yet who con- 
demnes not him that will not reſtreine his Appetite or In- 
clination but will expoſe himſelfe for the ſatisfying of ir, 
unto Carting, unto looſing of eares, of noſe, or the like,un- 
to hanging, and unto quartering* how hardly dotha ſlrorg 
wan reſtraine the uſe of his ſtrength, that he woundes noc 
this. man, and kils notthat man upon everie diſpleaſure* 
.And'yet forthe Lawes ſake of his Prince he-rcſtraines the 
diſpoſition of his ſtrength ; and ſhall we doe leflc for Gods 
Lawes ſake * How difſficultathing is it for yongand luſttull 
men, to keep themſelues from deflowring of Virgincs,from 
abuſing every mans wite* and yet partly for the feare'of 
1myen.whoſe diſpleaſure ſhould be moved thereby; partly for 
feare of the Law of the Land, they doe reſtraine their kear;, 
and doe not all that youth wculd cafily incite and inable 
.them unto : and ſhall we not then indurethe'ſame warfare 
of reſtraint forthe Lawesfake of God © How many areable 
to ſcale, and yet indure want rather then they will _ 
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and is not this a warfare - Surely yes. But if for feate of 
Princes puniſhments men endure this warfare, why ſhould 
they not for Gods puniſhments endure the ſame ? Bur in- 
deed the Princes punifhment is Gods puniſhment, though 
God canand will puniſh them ſo, who will nor be reſtrained 

- for the puniſhment of their Princes, as no Prince can poſſt- 

blypunſh any, God can punilh in this world,wuh b/1:ding 

of the minde , hardening of the keart, and with lending into 

{winiſh or wicked Men ev#l ſpirits, toleade them into fur. 

ther and further evill ;'this cannot! Princes doe, end yer 
they are moſt fearefull judgementsandplaguesof Godeyen 
in this life. Beſides tbis, he can even in this life puniſh with 

4 finall caſting away or Reprobation , and in the lite to come 
with a keeping men in» eternal living 18 paines 1 lorments, 
gnaſhing of teeth , we, and never quenchable burning. There. 

fore though occaſions unto {inne may offer themlclues dai- 

ly unto-you,yet put ona f(ctling of your minde.tokeep Gods 

Law, animating yourlſelfe therto by the invaluable benefits 
of Obedience, and frighting your {clfe trom finne, by ſet- 

ting before yourſelfe, with faith, the fearefull puniſhments 
of Diſobedience, and joyne herewithall an invocatingof 
Gods aſſiſtance, and then you fhall ſurely much themore 
eaſily, yea not withour delight, tecle this a very powerfull 
Meanes of keeping the commandemants of God, 

To which, if you joyneadeltre of heart, and prayer unto 
God, that you may diſcover the Goodnefle and Utilitic of 
his Lawes, praying with the Prophet that God teach you 
hisSratures, that Hee open your eyes thatyou may fcethe 
wonders of his Law, that Hee make you underſtand the 
way of his Precepts , you ſhall ſurely greatly further your 
keeping of the commandementsGod. For it is no fmall 
provocation'to the keeping of a Law, when our underſtan- 
ding is opencd to difcerae the goodnefle , utility, and righ- 
| tcouſncile 


teouſnefſe of a1.,aw. Wherefore though you fer pout (elſe 
mdaſttiouſly rorhe keeping of the Law X God, as ralirig 
orguiding, arid reftrarning, an all Actions , 'Commuys- 
nications, yea and Thinkings, bridelingthom ingvhenthey 
would rake liberty to wander from .the commandennent, 
yet uſe your ſelt witiall topray with this holyProphct voto 
God, thi God afliſt you alſo;keeping you that you wander 
not from his Commandements,tcaching you;opening your 
underſtanding , and inclyning.your heart unto his Teſti- 
monies. . | | fr 
For the fecond'Meanes, which was, 4flifron., we'ha 
o very 'greatnced thercot, therefore if after wehauebcen 
ooſe in any thing, following aftcrſomefinne, caſting the 
Lords holy commandementbehind our backs tor tharrime, 
the Lord then {end'upon us ſome Atflition, let us conficer, 
that this AﬀiiRtion as it may be agentle CorreRion fent us 
of the Lord; ſo'itmay bealſoa Mcanes that 'we ſtray not 
ſtill froin'his Commandements. And indeed we are com- 
monly'ſ6 apt , if God 'but bleſſe us with ſucha' portion of 
"this world wealth, as'that we can with credit and/boldnefſe 
hold fotictic with'the rich, and thofe of good iplaceinAu- 
#thority,then ro take liberty,erther ronegtectall.depencance 
on God, ortodoeviolencetoſome Whom: we-maligne;, 'or 
«£6 emtiſe the faire or 'beantifull women:in-our company to 
bediſhoneſtwithhs,-as tharthereisneed tharGodfend np. 
onus, eitherdectionot cftare, or elfe infitmity of 'bodie., 
'tharſoevewvt Difatuliry to-be-any longer bold to commar 
fachſinns., \we'may bbth tarnein' our hearts from doifig 
fuch'*vill., and alfoturne zgain'tothe Lotdyceidingobedi- 
encetohis words. Surcly, it: this holy Prophert.coutdfay., 
Befove I was'iff licked I wenv aſtray , "bur wow 1 beep thy words, 
much niore Have otherinen need of-this reſtraint trammovr' 
by iffiictin.. SIE i 4h/9%- nl. 1 _ . 
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*Aifions, to make this godly uſeof them, thatthey not one 
' wh ſayyobtfromfurther ſtraying, but alſo work you to akee- 
-ping(now yet) the word of your God. Say with your ſelte: 
T arnowin adverſitie,ſhall 1 aſo be diſsbedient to my God ? ſhall 
Taifo' be mirked 2 .What were this but to dawple my ymiſerie ? they 
Fore 1.will rather ſet my ſelfe now to1ht' Word of the: Lord , that 
"get mytſtate to Goawards may mend, even uttdey this declining of 
* amy eſtate to he worldwards.* And indeed, who will not con- 
demne him who addeth wickedneſlc to his poverty? or him 
who when the Law hath puniſhed for ſome wickedneſle., 
*he will yet. rhen'increaſe his wickedneſſe 5 Are not mens 
hearts evenſet againſt ſuch aman 2 Doe they not common- 
ly account the utter periſhing of a man of ſuch a diſpoſition 
juſt 2 Therforelearne from this holy Prophet, that it ever 
Afflictions come upon you, you make this uſe of them,that 
now yetyou willturnyoutothe Law of your God to keep it. 
For the third Meanes, which was, Meditation, we haue 
alſo great need thereof; for ſuch are the inceflant with- 
drawmgs from minding the things of God,as thatunleſſe we 
-purpolely ſerourſelues to minde the Commandements, ci» 
therthe continuallcare of getting Gaine, or the continuall 
Jaying holdofall meanes of aſpiring,or the continuall delight 
'of advantage unto luſtfull pleaſures , -is ſuch , that we ſhall 
hardly cver fo much as once minde the Commandements 
of God. Whertorec it is furely neccſlarythar-you ſome time 
fay thus, orto like effe& with your ſelte : Shall I neverthink 
of Gods commandements ? Shall I be alwaies carried away of 
'Cares, of my Imployments, of my Pleaſures ? Shall theſe who! 
 -fluſfe my minae ?: $hall I never once Meditate on any Commane 
.dement of the Lord ? What will become of me if I thus goe on?For 
if thus you ſay ſome time with your felfe, this will touch 
heart, this will ſtartle you, this will move you to break 
- ., off ſometimes yourcares, imployments, orpleaſurcs, taking 
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ſome fit time wherein-purpolcly.to reade; or heare xead the 
commandementsof the Lord, at whichtime, you ſuffering 
your ſelferodilcourſe upon each one, unvaylingits Righte- 
neſle, Goodnes,and utility to mans Sacictie, this wil greatly 
further your keeping the commandements of God, Thedif- 
courle gt the foule upon a Commandement,faſtensa.Com- 
mandement in our Memoty, whetby ever after it FT He 
comeatter,bur goc beforeevery Action,Speech,or Thought 
of ours. And truely we fall into muchevill, even for wantof 
 havingarcady, and impreſſed knowledgeof that Comman- 
dement which concernes theAction, Speech, or Thought we 
areat preſent about. Thertore I commend in a'man a divi. 
ding of the Goſpell inro parts, taking the commandements 
apart, and then taking him to ſtudie,cither in bed or in ſoli. 

'tarineſſe, now.of one part, then of another. For this ſame 
generall Notion onely of the Goſpell, whilſt we knoxw al, 

' but ſtudy not adviſedly any ſpeciall particular part of the 
ſame, comes farre ſhort of that uſe which we ought tomake 
of the Golpell. And indeed all is beſt comprehended,by di- 

vidingall into parts, and then ſtudying well the parts,onc at 

- one time, another at another time, 


WS of 10., CHAP. 
Yy 1 W721 2397 
T” us having ſhown you(asfor an excellent example)how 
David received the Comandementsof God: & next ha- 
ving ſhownyou.ſomelpecial Motines tendingtomakea man 
the more willing &delightfully ro keep the Comandements: 
andlaſtly, having ſhown you, three very ſpeciall Meanes by 
which may be furthered your keeping the commandements 
of the Lord, Ithink it fit inthe next place to ſhew you two 
things wherof I would warneyou. Thefirſt is,that you inan 
eager diſpoſition to keep the _ mandements,begin you » 
3 


32 | | | 
tall jnit6 that 01d oy of Fanging unts juſtification by 
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works; rather thienby faith onely © the ſecond is, that you 
e not Uiſcouraged from obſervation of the Commande. 
ments, neither by the impoſſibility perfeAly to fulfill theny, 
©notby the manifeſt evidence that other Men minde them 
not, to6bferue them tovards you, in that wherin you haue 

bo doe withthem. 3 
Men deſire much to be juſtified for their obedience, and 
therfore to doe works commanded that they make them- 
. Fdies righteous by their obedience ; now unto obedience 
indeed righteouſnes is imputcd ; but men conffdernot that 
the obedience in belceving, is thatwhereunto'truely righte. 
ouſneſle is imputed. They would faine be righteous by 
their works, but God that knoweth how imperte&ly men 
"fulfill the rightcoufneſſe.of workes, hath imputed Righte- 
ouſneſſe to Beleefe, not toWorkes, As it is ſaid in the Scrip- 
'tures of the old Teſtament, Ger. 15.6. And Abraham btleeved” 
the Lord, and He coutittd that to him, for Righteonfueſſe:wh ich 
thitig fs madcule'df in the neiy Teftament by S:Parl, to 
"draw us to ſeek Tuſtification' , tiorth our workes but iti'our 
fiith in Chriſt, Rom..9.4. Therefore'let no man be diſcoura- 
cd for that he cannot perigaly fulfill the Lords Comman. 
dements concerning workes, but rather let him be ſure,that 
he fulfll that, great Commandement concerning Belicfe, 
that ſo he with Abra# Belecving God), May Have by God 
Rightcoulheſſe imputed unto blimfor that. Pewtrien invur 
"tines confider as they dught, whar an excelſencie1r'is to 
Belzcue' in God and in'Chriſt, *'thahifeſting themſchies ſo 
vaſledus they haue done; bur God knowing how richa 
thing iris; for man'to bclecuc har whichhe ſaith, 45 265/hs 
not. onely heard, but'al ſo indeed belretjed the Lord, vouch. 
ſafed to account Belecfe unto mah'for Righteouſhalſe. Ve. 
rily men heed ti6t this ib theſe tines as they ge 
allo 
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alſo they atcountirig of Beleefe but as'of alightinclination 
of the mind oncly., ep rather to.works then tq beleefe 
for Tuftification ; but they ought to informe themlclues, 
. that though the tairhtull muſt indeavour to fulfill alſo the 
. righteouſneſie of workes, yet God hath choſen to juſtifie 
Beleevers for their beleeving, not for their works , becauſe 
they belecue in him who (onely) fulfild the Righteouſneſs 
of works commanded. To belecue the Lord is a worke of 
workes, as we may percciue by that which our Lord anſwe- 
red the ewes, 1o/z 6. 29. faying: This is the worke of God, 
that ye beleene in hins whons He hath ſent. And trucly all the 
Scnpture fſhewes, that the Lord hath ever more ticely ac. 
ceptcd of mens belecving in him, then of any the beſt 
workes tharthey have done; therfore though CAbrahaw 
performed that great worke, of offering.up to God his ſonn 
Iſaak, yet there we reade not that God counted that ro-him 
| for Righteouſnefle, bur when he hcleeved God, Godcoun- 
ted that indeed unto himftor Righteouſneſle, Blefſed there. 
fore bethe memory of thoſe firſt Angels of the Reformati- 
on, who -perceiving how Poperic lead people to truſt to 
| works tor their Inſtification before God , drew them back 
againe to conſider Beleefe more adviſedly. Which thing 
though ar that time-rhey:had more reafonto.doe, then wee 
now. ofthe Reformed Churches haue(becaute at that time 
yorkes weretaught people as for workes meritorious,which 
indeed merited rather puniſhment, yea damnation, {uth as 
was the doing worſhip, not before onely , buteven to rhe 
very Image, directly .contraty to the commandement o 
God, who faid : Thow(balt not make thee no gravea Image , 
and thou ſhalt not bow down to them , neither wor(l ip them: ) 
et even now alſo, when-no workes are allowed, but thoſe 
*Þ. Which are conſonant to the -Commandements of God, 
there isnecdto put people-in minde of the ſame, even of 
rnew 
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their making ſacerhatthey beleeue, as alſo tharthey truſt i; 
'Belcefe, aboue' workes, for 1uft:fication.. Surely people ( tor 
the moſt part)not beleeving,know not what it is to beleeue, 
therefore alſo they come farre too ſhort of that eſteeme 0: 


Bcleefe,which not onely they ſhould haue thereof,but alſo . 


-which God'declares himſelfe to hauetherof. As weſce when 
Abraham beleeved God inthar which heſaid unto him, pre- 
ſently God counts That unto him for righteouſneſs. And ſo 
our Lord when Nathaniel fo foone beleeved in him, 70h. 1, 
50. readily anſweres, ſaying, Becauſe I ſaid unto thee,] ſaw thee 
emaer the Fig-tree, belceveſt thou ? thow ſhalt ſee ereatty things 
then theſe. Let us therfore learne to priſe aright ot Beleete , 
that ſo we may not doe workes, truſting to haue Rightequl- 
neſſe imputed unto us for them , butrather-thay.make ſure 
ro Belecue, that ſo God may count that torus for Righte- 
ouſneſle, " 
Asfor theſecond thing where-againſt I would warne you, 
I would haue.you to know firſt, that ſeeing Righteouſneſs 
isnot imputed to our workes, but to our Belecte , therfore 
no man ſhould be troubled'it he cannot perfectly keep the 
Commandements.. Sccondly, that though it may trouble 
a Man indeed, that he is carefull to keep Gods commande. 
ments towards: others', when yet others are carcleſle to 
keep" Gods commandements towards him, yet {ceing we 
keepnot Gods, commandements for the' pleafing of Men, 
but for thepleaſing of 'our God, therfore we ought to re- 
zoyceot ourpleafingGod,though others be carelefle of the 
Commandements. Ler not ſuck-things thertore diſcourage 
us; but rather let therich Gifts and\Promiſes of Godinceu- 


r:geusto the keeping of the commandements : yea,let cach ' 


'of us ſay with our ſelues; Shall 1 ha} ard the looſing of this and 
. this gvod thing promiſed me of the Lord, for the doing new upon 

a  ſudduine this or this agginit the Lords Commandement ? 
| | Which 
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Which kiad of incouragenent that itmay the rather prevail 
with you, you are to proceed from a ſuperficiall notion one= 
ly.of the rich things promiſed us of God, unto a ſerious 
conſideration of each thing promiſed,diſcourfing with your 
ſelfe therupon in your mind, examining your eſtecme ther- 
of, and cenfidering alſo how much need this poore eſtate 
in this life hath of ſuch things, and whatthe Bencfiting vs 
by ſuch things is and will be. For thus to ſtudie upon cach 
the moſt ſpeciall of the Promiſes, is the way to makea Pro. 
mile {inke into our hearts, and ro abide in our memorics 
ready tor our incouragement againſt cvery diicouragement 
which this world is apt to trouble us with, in our attending 
to put in execution the Commandements ot the Lord. 
To this, if we addea looking upon every finne wiſtly , as 
looking it in the face unmasked, unvailed, that ſoir may ap. 
earc unto us in its owne true hideouſnefle, and vileneſſe, 
before we intertainea liking it, this would greatly further 
our diſcouragement from committing ſinnes. As, if you 
thinke on, or be about Murther, conſider in your minde ad. 
viſedely what a dead man is, confider the patience, the want 
of motion, thegrieſlineſle of wounds, and indeed the hox- 
rour of the ſightof Death ina Man : think then with your 
ſelfe how wickeda thing it were tor youghata Man by your 
hand ſhould (not ina juſt warre, or defenſive ) be brought 
into ſuch a condition, tle your ſclfe ſome rimes in private. 
Meditation, or upon the {ightof any one dead, to informe; 
our minde well what a dead.bediis,;that fo the mindebex; 
ing pollcſſed of the feartulneſſeof thecoandition , may al{gy 
before-hand be poſleſled withaloathlomneſle and deteſting. 
by itown hand to bring any man into ſuch a feartull eſtate.,; 
And uſc yourſelie.wjthall to ſet this againſt thoſe things! 
which draw on. Murthery\or wherein Murther comes come- 
monly io vailed or. masked , #5 Fae it ptevailes,ovcr vs tg; 
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giue it entertainment into our hearts and Reſolutions : ſe! 

this, I ſay, againſt the Occaſions of Murther , whether it be 

injurious words,or ſome blow,or ſome diigrace,or the luſti- 

neſle of youth, proane and even defirous ot fighting,or skilt 

of weapon , orfond reputation or 1mputation of cowardli- 
nee or daſtardie, which ſome fooliſh and wicked men, 

carclcſle both of Gods Lawes and mens,are apt tc diſcredit 
him, who will not rather kill a man then put up ſuch or ſuch 
a thing. It is a wiſedom and righte6uſneſle in all well orde- 
red Kingdanes, to giuelefſe puniſhment to lefle offences : 

and why then ſhould any man in a private quarrell be ſo vi- 
olentor unwiſe, as fora word to killa man, ſo doing the 
greateſt miſchiefe for the leaſt offence ? Of two evils it were 
better to require eyeforeye,tooth for tooth, or to giue blow 
for blow, then for a word onely , or for ſome blow, to de. 
priue a man preſently of life : but the beſt is to hearken 
to what the Lawes both of God and man informe us of,and 
to poſſeſſe our mindes therewith, reſolute alſo , what ever 
occaſions fall out, to doe as they dire us - for this is not 
onely a wiſedome, both alſo a ſatety,both among men,and 
before God, Inlike manner , if you thinke on, or be but a- 
bout committing of Adultery , conſider adviſedly the A& 
it ſelfe ſundred from the Inducements, which as a vaile co- 
yer it from being perceived in its own true filthineſle and 
danger : conſider therfore with your ſelfe, the filthinefle of 
the AR; the injury you ſhall thereby doe unto another,and 
the danger you draw upon your felfe thereby , both from 
the man whom you ſhall offend, and from God the Lord, 
And ſet this againſt the oc#4/iors or allarements which com- 


- monly draw a man on hereunto, as againſt the eye,the plea- 


fing language, the forme, the beauty ; againſt the wit, the 
toying of pleafures, the heat of luſt , yea againftthe injoy- 
ing the likingand loue of a ſtrange woman. _n 

A ny 


Thus if you would uſe your ſelfe, tolooke the fin wiſely 
in the face which is forbidden you of God, this would 
greatly further a with-holding you from yeelding unto it 
(rhrough the alluring occaſions wherewithall it would 
come unto you as in a vaile ) and would ſtay the ſoule from 
a too too ſuddaine admitting of thoſe occaſions, wherby 
the liking of the {inne is drawn on. Indecd, ſometimes the 
ARingof a finne,ſprings from occaſion which is ſo ſuddair, 
as that it prevents all thought of what it is that is to be done; 
therfore ſo much the more need haue we, to be cver in our 
ſclues reſolved againſt the ſinne, and to let fall all occaſions 
which would induce us thereto : better it is for us to let fall 
an occaſion or opportunity , then to plunge our ſclues into 
further miſchiete. And truely , we finding in common ex- 
pericnce, that men living under Governments, doe uſually 
informe themſelues before every A of Importance, whe- 
ther the Law permitit or no : ſo that they willnot ſo much 
as cuta tree, break open a hedge, or the like, but they will in- 
forme themſclues firſt, ſaying: May 1 lawfully doe this ? Why 
ſhould we not be as caretull of the Law of God, conſulting 
with it alſo before any A, Speach, or Thought, informing 
our ſelues whether we may doe ſuch or ſucha thing,or no 2 
If men doe not thus conſult with the Law of God beforc- 
hand, unvailing by its help the ſinns which they are abour, 
itistheir fault, and ſuch a fault as giacs advantage to finne, 
ſo that it is committed before a man is aware of what it is he 
is about. But the child of God, that looketh for the rich 
Gitts of God in Chriſt,may not be ſo negligent of the Law 
of God, butrather with the Prophet David to makeit his 
ſtudie to thinke on the Commandements , meditating alſo 
on them, ſome now,ſome another rime; for thus doing,nor 
onely the {innes will appeare to the ſoule in their own vile- 
neſſe:; but alſo the ſoule will -y fore-poſleſſed with a a_ 
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and loathing of them : and this to theabating of the force 
of alloccaſion, which fhall be offered to commit, or fulfill , 
them 
Thus, if you would uſe your ſelfe to look every finn, a» 
inthe face umasked wiſtly, that ſo you may be diſcouraged 
from committing the ſame, then would the qr 
orexhortations unto Rightcoulneſſe and Godlineſle, given 
us by the Apoſtles of our Lord Icſus Chriſt, the more pre. 
vaileoverus to divert us from {taning. Andtruely we ought 
never to be unmindefull of our deliverance from the bon. 
dage of finne, by the converſion of us unto Chriſtianity : 
we ought never to forget the bleſſed benchite we received , 
by our tore-fathers converſion trom Heatheniſme to Chriſ- 
tianity. Wherfore that you may as a trefh-be put in minde 
hercof, and the exhortations of the Apoſtles hearkened un- 
to by you, I thinke fit in this place to ſet before you ſome 
of them,that ſo they may work upon you to diſpoſe you, to 
a willing kceping of the commandements of God. Zpheſs- 
7:5 2.1, the Apoſtle ſaith thus; And you hath hee quickened, 
that were dead in treſpaſſes. and Innes, wherein in time paſt 
walked, according tothe courſe of this world, and after the Prince 
that ruleth in the aire, even the ſpirit that wow worketh in the 
children of diſobedience. Among whom alſo we had our conver- 
ſation in time paſt, in the luſts of our fleſh, m fulfilling the will of 
the fleſh and of the minde , and were by nature the children of 
wrath as well as others. But God, whois rich in mercy, through his 
great loue wherewith hee loved us.even when we were dead by ſins 
hath quickened us together in Chriſt, by whoſe gxace yee are ſaved, 
And chap... / therefore being priſoner in the Lord, pray you 
that you walke worthy of the wocatiow whereunto yee are called , 
with humbleneſſe o! minde aud meckeneſſe , with long ſuffering, 
ſupporting one another through loxc : endeavoring to keep the uni- 
$y of the Spirit iu the bond of peace. And chap. 5.8. Tee were 
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pnuce darkenefſe, but art now light inthe Lord + walke 45 thildres 
of light : approving that which is pleaſing ts the Lord, And ha- 
ving no fellowſhip with the unfruitfull workes of darkeneſſe, but 
even reproone them rather : For it is a ſhame even to ſpeake the 
things which are done of them in ſecret. Bnt all things when they 
are reproved of the light, are manifeſt : for it is light that maketh 
all things manifeft. Wherfore be ſaith, wake thou that ſ[leepeſ 
and ſtand up from the dead, and Chrift ſhall ge thee light. Take 
heed therefore that yee walke circumſpecitly , not as fooles, but as 
wiſe : Redeeming the ſeaſon, for the daies axe evill, Wherfore bee 
yee not unwiſe, but anderſland what the will of the Lord is. Theſe 
exhortations , are exhortations which ought ever to be 
ſounding in the cares of them of thoſe Nations, which in 
antient time were heathens : therefore remember Mill that 
you are Nations, whoſe fore-fathers were carryed away af- 
ter dumbe Images, and falle Gods, yea, devils, and knew 
not the true Lord God of TIfrael, Creatour of all thiags,and 
the giver of life and all bleſiedneſſe. Forget not therfore this 
Grace of your converſion ſhown unto you, butratherapply 
your hearts to bis Commandements who hath ſhown YOu 
this invaluable Mercy. Puton a Reſolution of heart, thar 
ncither for pleaſure nor for profite, nor for fellowſhip lake, 
nor for Cuſtome ; no,nor for Di'pleaſureot Lofle, you will 
leauethe good waies of Gods Commandements, to walke 
in the wickednefle which is contrary to the ſame, and too 
too uſuall in the world. 

In which Reſolution two things may ſtrengthen you, the 
one Good Education, the other, the Spirits Aſaftlunce, 

Good or truely Chriſtian education in children, is truely 
a moſt needfull help unto righrcouſneſſe : therefore where 
Parents are negligent, there the Magiſtracy ſhould help, to 
diſcerne what cuſtomes corrupr the youth, leading itinto 
things evitl, and then to ſuppreſſe,and to allicnate the youth 
| I 3 from 


a theſethings;for verily Magiſtrates are alſo Parents un- 
co youth , little lcſſe then they by whoſe generation they 
come into the world. Theretore if the Parents care not 
what company their children keep ; or care not what evill 
they commit there inthcir jollity,nor what wickedneſle and 
prophaneneſle their converſation or communication be 
corrupted with ; yet Magiſtrates owe to God a duty,to take 
account of thoſe houſes or places where youth take liberty 
to be bold in ſuch evill things. Some fondly think, that un- 
leſle youth be ſuffered in evill converſation,and evillaQions, 
they will never be bold and manly, or valiant : but we may 
ſee inthe children of ſome Princes and Nobles, that chil- 
dren become manly and valiant, and yet without ſuch liber- 
ty ; ſothat theſe evils doc but ſteale upon ſuch , to corrupt | 
them and weaken them, nothing furthering their Manlineſs 
or Valour. Inote this the rather, becauſeit is the errour of 
ſome mindes, to thinke rhat a godly reſtraint of youth, is the 
depreſſion of the ſpirits, and the cauſeof pufillanimity: but 
whilſt all exerciſcs ſtirring the body,and refreſhing the mind 
and ſpirit, may even by Gods lawes bepraQtiſed , the uſe of 
ſuch things will increaſe the ſtrength and magnanimity of | 
yourh, and yet without admitting alſo rhe abuſe. And in- 
deed the abuſe of ſuch exerciſes,brings vpon men firſt a miſ- 
chicving and ruining one another : and ſecondly, a taking 
away the hearts of men, by Gods not proſpering the warres 
of ſuch. Though indeed ſometimes as ( for puniſhments ) 
God lets out cvill ſpirits, giving way to their prevailing alſo; 
ſo wicked Powers, compoſed of wicked men , are let looſe 
of the Lord, and ſuffered to prevaile in the world. Butthe 
Kingdome of heaven, even the vitorious Church, hath not 
its fortitude in wickedneſlc,but in Righteouſneſſe:and what 
Power did ever ſo truely prevaile, indure fo long, or was fo | 
glorious? Therfore It us Chriſtians, vigilantly watch |} 
ovci 
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over our youthes, abuſing thoſe exerciſes of fellowſhip,and 
ARivity, by which the ſtrength of a Landis nouriſhed, and 
he ſpirits retrcſhed : maintayning the uſe , but puniſhing 
the abuſe of things. Therefore it any youth grow prophane 
or wicked in its uſuall communication , or bold to doe this 
or that injury to men , let Parents in their houſes, and Ma- 
giſtrates in their juriſdictions , haue an eye betimes upon 
this, andreſtraine wickednefle betimes in youth, that ſo 
God be not moved to plague us, for ſuffering our youth 
to praQtile nothing more, nor nothing more to take pleaſure 
ih, then in breaking continually the Commandements of 
God. 

If we be carefull herein, then let us nothing doubt of 
the Aſ3iſtance alſo of the Spirit of God, diſpoſir ; our youth 
unto Godlineſle and Righteouſneſs And truely Chriſtians 
haue through the Spirit,a kinde of inclination unto Righte- 
ouſneſſe , lo that not ſo much of a forced obſervation, as of 
2a minde and heart even diſpoſed, or inclyned of the Spirit, 
they are keepers and obſervers of the commandements of 
the Lord. Yea, the Apoſtle, Ephef. 5.9. ſaith : For the fruits 
of the Spirit is in all goodneſſe and righteouſneſſe and truth : ſo 
accounting theſe things the fruits of the Spiritin us, rather 
then our workes, or our induſtry, Wherefore Righteouſ- 
neſſe is not in the Saints, or their children, a bondage, but 
rather they are inclyned by the Spirit of God thereunto. 
Therfore fo much the rather we ought to watchYthat wic- 
ked cuſtomes bring not us and our children into ſuch a bone 
dage, as that to be righteous, they muſt ſtruggle againſtthe 
common cuſtomes of the time : for if this be ſuffered, then 
indeed wickedneſſe brings our youth into a bondage , yea, 
and the Spirit of the Lord forſakes them. Let us looke up- 
onany Nation, where the Churchis, or hath bene, and ſee 
their condition what it was , whilſt they madc ronttlence 
= 
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of the commandements of God : obſerue their prevailing 
againſt their enemies : their multiplying , their inriching * 

and their matchleſle valour and magnanimity. Again, let 
us look upon them after they had ſuffered the breakings of 
Gods commandements to {way among them, and obterue 
then their miſeries and calamities. Letus take them tor our 
example; for itis a [ure Rule unto us, Doeas they did, and 
hane as they had. Wickcdneſle growes more and more in 
time of proſperity, and creeps upon a Nation under very 
faire and plauſible pretexts; bur ir is bitterncefle in the end, 
and the ſubverſion of States and Thrones. St p it therfore 
betimes, and be vigilant againſt its growing inro Cuſtome 
among your peopleand Officers, as you deftre the growing 
or ſtabliſhing , of the welfare and glory cf your Nations or 
Dominions. 

Verily, it is lamentable to obſerve , that if Gaine come 
in, or the warres be managed by any, ſuch ſeeme as free to 
be godleffe, and to breake frequently in their life and cone 
ver{ation the commandements of God. They ſeeme as the 
wheeles whereon the proſperity of a Land runnes,or as the 
cauſetherof ; or if not cauſes, yct then as the pillars of the 
ſame, and therfore they are ſuffered toliue diſorderly, with- 
out any requiring of them to liue as beſecmeth Chriſtians, 
The Gifts which God hath given them, by which they cx. 
cell many., and are very ſ{erviccableto a Nation , ſecme to 
beare thgta,gut, inliving in diſobedience to the commande- 
mentsof God. Yea, when a people being in ſome boudage, 
hath in time of that bondage cryed unto God to be delive- 
red,and in the time of ſuch cryir.g, hath bcen diligent inre- 
ſorting to Church, reading Gods word, as alio in Prayer, 
and inufing religious duties in their families, then, God in 
his Goodneſle delivering them, and granting them the blcſ- 
ſings of Proſperity , eveu within a kcw yearesatter,wicked- 
| | neſſe 
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« foffe abounds in thatpeople; and nothing/isdorie leffe;then 
-that which was done before, and ſome little time after the 
_ deliverance, Then,cvcn {inneagainſt God, jecmesastheevi- 
- dence of Gods blcflings uporithe land « tor the moſt partbf 
-the people, duc nor otberwite exprefle or ſhew, their1;ber. 
ty, wcalth and proſperity, then by words or :&ionscontia- 
ry to Chriſtian Religion. If proiperity increaſe, cvill hot. 
{ts increaſe withall, whereas in: {ate caſtcls, men take liberty 
inall ungodlincfle, But what will be the end ot this? What 
will be the iſſue ot this forgetting the deliverancts which 
God hath ſent us 2 Surely a new. plunging us into adverſi. 
tics. Were it not that God hath a more gracious eye upon 
the good Lawes of Nations, and the intention and inded- 
your of Governours to rule the people according tothens, 
then he hath a revengetull handto avenge vpon Nations the 
frequent breach of his Commandements, it were not pol. 
ſible that we ſhould thus continue as hirherto we doe; with- 
ourgreat and fearctull Viſitations? Bur now if rhe wicked 
be accounted as the enemies of the Lands proiperiry ( in» 
as much as through rh: m God is moved toanger againſt the 
land )) and as for ſuch eycd with-ſome meature cf indigna- 
tion by Govctnours: And if they that feare God, and wa k 
in the waycs of his commandements be account«d as the 
ſatety of the Land : and asfor {uch be eyed with fauour by 
Governours, and incouraged in their obedience; then ſure» 
ly we ſhall both r« moue from vs the. judgements which 
hang over our heads, and alſo bring upon ow I.and'manis 
fold bleffings. Therefore the Lord give hearrs tothem that 
arc in Authority,/that every Paſtor in his Pariſh , every Of 
ficer in his allotted portion, every King in his Kingdom, 
may in this indeavour to ſerue God, eveninbring a Cifliker 
and diſcourager of rhe wicked, anda hkir and incoutager 
of them who walk inthe wayes of Gods commandeme nts. 
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Lgrant; that any gift given to fomewickd man;wherbyhe 
may be {crviceable rothe Church and Common-wealth ; is 
not thertore not to be made ule of becauſe the party is wit- 
ked { for this were to{uppreſte the giftof God) bur,that for 


#ht wickednefſe which tucha one committerh, he'may pet- 


cciue that he bath fome dilgzace.or diſhonour , which bit 
forithat he ſhould nothaue. For this would ſurely rurne 
many from ungodlineſſc, becaufe moſt men ſecking the fa- 


-your and good liking of thoſe rhatare in Authority inevery 
Land, they will in thegreater meaſure torbeare thoſe things 


which they finde to diſgrace them in their preſence. As for 
thoſe places where the chiefcſt Ofhcers ot Rule are thent- 
{clues vicious, and to pleaſe them mary become victous, 


they trucly hanc a fearcfull judgement from God thercit 


upon them ; and therfore by prayer to God, Gods people 
there ſhould ſeek of God his inclyning the hcarts of thoſe 
in Authority unto his Commandements. Many are the 
ſhining and profitable vertues of many very vicious Princes, 
neither may they be ſupprefied , or the Princes difobeyed 
in the exerciſe of them, ( for God hath given them theſe 
Gifts, fitring them thereby more thenothers for the Offices 
they hold ) bur rather by prayer to God, and all meete and 
convenient meanes, their rurning from ſuch wickednefſe as 
whereto they are inclyned, is to be fought. Theſe things I 
thought fir here to touchat, that ſo Chriſtian Kingdomes 
and Churches may be pur in minde of thoſe things, which 
very neerly concerne them : For verily , the breaking of 
Gods commandements will ever be found: the ſecret cauſe 
of all the troubles of the whole world. Therefore though 
wee cannot thinke, to turne the unrighteous world in an 
inſtant to become Righteous; ( for wicked men will ever 
be in the world ) yet,{ct Governours make jt their ayme,to 
diſgrace the diſobcdient, and to grace the obedicnt - ys 
urcly 


furely the Lords eommandements will then take much the 

more effec in every Nation. But now having thus written 
ot theſe rhings, 1 thinke good ro cloſe up this wiiting with 
this Exhorta1/0n and Adviſe following. _ 


”Yo conclude , I having thus ſhowne you, . how. to make 
the commandements of Godeaſie, andeven a delrght unto 
you, it remaineth on your part to fludie the commande. 
mentsof the Lord, that ſo you. may informe your ſelfe of 
them, leaſt clſe they be to ſeek, when in your Converſation 
or Actions you haue needof their Dirc&ion 5 which that 
you may with the more caſe doe, it is good that you haue 
the commandements culled out, ot collefted together b 
themſclues in a book, that ſo you may uſe to reade them of 
ten by theraſclucs,as ſome haue the book of the Pſalmes for 
like purpoſe. This [ adviſeunto, becaufe by the ten coms 
mandements onely , (as they are uſually propoſed unto us 
to lcarnc by heart) we cannot cafily diſcover how-th 
freatch to direct us, inmoſt of the ordinary things of - 
life. Whereas if all, or the ſpeciall of thoſe things , which 
inthe Scriptures we finde, cither approved of by the Loxd, 
or reproved, be gathered out of the Scriptures, then wee 
ſhall finde, thar there is hardly any thing for which we ſhall 
not finde a direRtion Therfore I wiſh that ſuch a colletion 

be made, and this for the peoples ſooner knowing the 
will of God in theſe divers particulars : aid ſuch colleRion 
being naade exhart Gods people toallow untorherafelues 
ſome times of purpoſe wherin to reade them, or heare them 
read,and then to medirate alſo npon them,that ſo they may 
be the betrer taken to heart to be obſerved, with which Ex- 
hortation and Aviſe, I cloſe up this Treatiſe, leaſt I ſhould 
by further inlarging it make it tedious unto you. 
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'F fine. Page, 2, line, 2.2. for, as having ſcvſe, reade}, as haviiiga tenſe. 
Page, 6. line, 1 for, colle&, reede,to coll &. Page 23+linc 7,8 the 
Feade thoſe : ſo, line, 29,, and ling 31, , Page 31- = 1. for © #4aae vl 
Page'37. line 4. for are, reade is, and line 6, for Wrong , reade of wrong, 

Page 39: line-18\ fortheſc, reade thoſe. Page 46: fic I 1, for, 310, readr: 
fo. Page 461,23. for, orreade of. Page 56. lhe 16+ for who, reade whont. 
age 59. ine 9.6 for, thou ſhalt not make rhee yo graver Image, readey 
Thou ſhalt make thee no graven Tmage. Page 61.1. 20. for , patiencey 
7 pes op e 63. 1. 8. for, di{tredit him geade Eifcredit him wich 


. all ap-62.1. or both reade but. þ Pag.63>1.1-for,ywilelyveade wiltlys 


= we paſſe by, deſiring the Uiſcrere Readerto helps 
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YN the Epiſtle ro 408 ſecond Pages line 16, for, finnes, reader, 
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